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down, we must maintain peace. Inaugurate force, 


sir,inaugurate war in this country, and all hope 
of reconstruction has vanished forever. 

Sir, Llook forward, asanxiously asever a father 
looked for the return of his son or his beloved 
daughter, to the period when the day shall arrive 
that a reorganization may take place out of the 
States that have felt it their duty to go out of this 


Union for reasons that are so manifest that no just | 
and candid man can say they are not right. fam 


looking to that reorganization with a view of hav- 
ing a better Government than the present. This 
one willnot longer answer the purpose. The Con- 
stitution cannot be understood by the sections. 
One side understands it one way, and the other 
another; and that dominant party, the party that 
are soon to come into power, will nottake the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court upon the Constitu- 
tion; they will not recognize it. 


Now, sir, [cannot say that this Governmentis || 


a failure. I cannot, in my heart, say that this 
great Government has been a failure. On the 
contrary, | regard it as a great success; a mag- 
nificent success; one that satisfies me, and will 
satisfy every intelligent man in the country, that 
men are still capable of self-government. Is it not 
strange, wonderful—remarkable, indeed, that our 
fathers couid have created a Governmeet to last so 


long,toanswer the purpose so wellas this has done? | 


Jt is no evidence of the want of capacity of man 
to govern himself, that this Government now will 
not answer the purpose, It is unfortunately man- 


ifest, by theaction of an arrogant sectional party, | 
t will | 
be changed. Let us look forward to the day, and | 
pray God that it may come soon, when the Gov- | 
ernment shall be so changed that all can live to- | 


that it will not do. It must be changed. 


gether egain as a band of brothers. 


The honorable Senator from Tennessee re- | 
minded us of the glorious Old Dominion, of Wash- | 


ington, and of his successes. Why, sir, if he was 
living to-day, if he could rise from his hallowed 
tomlsand say: “I havea right in the common 
territory, that I struggled for in that seven years’ 
war of independence,” that party that has suc- 
ceeded in electing Lincoln would not allow him 
to go into the Territories with his slave. 
how can he say that the Union can remain as itis? 

He told us of the great Jackson. Why, sir, 
if Jackson could rise from his tomb at the Her- 


mitage,and attempt to go into the Territories with | 


his slaves, he would be met with Sharpe’s rifles, 
and turned out, and, if needs be, forced away by 
the party that have succeeded in electing a Prest- 


Then | 


dent on that issue; for, on that question of free | 


territory there is no difference of opinion in the 
Republican party. They differ on many other 
things. Every element on earth meets together 


there; every opinion on earth meets together | 


there; and, though they differ in everything 
else, upon that question of free territory they 
stand united. What will youdo withthem? Sub- 
mit? Are gallant, independent, sovereign States 
to submit to inequality, to inferiority? If a ma- 


jority were to say that I have no right in the Ter- | 
ritory, that I cannot go there with my property | 


on equal terms with other men, and I were to sub- 


mit, what would you pronounce it, I ask? What | 


would you pronounce the submission man that 
would submit to be a member of a confederacy 
wee terms of inferiority, inequality, and degra- 
ation? 

That doctrine will not do. Equality must pre- 
vail. I look upon this Government to-day as the 


greatest Government ever created by the wit of | 


man. I look upon our Constitution as the best 
system of government ever formed by man. I 
would to God it could be maintained as it is. I 
Wish that equality could prevail. I would to 


Heaven that justice could be dealt out fairly to | 


“very man of every State of this Union, as pro- 
vided by that great system of government. But 
cannot be so, Public opinion is in its way. 

he northern sectional party is opposed to it; and 


you cannot have rights equal with them under the | 


| They destroy it by refusing to comply with its 
provisions. ‘They trample it under foot, because 
they will not do justice to their friends. They 


‘claim the territory, though won by the blocd of 


| the gallant southern men as well as the northern 
men. They refuse to the southern man one inch 
of territory for his property, though it cost him 
his money and his blood. : 

If it was possible, as the Senator said in the 
closing portion of his remarks, that this Govern- 
| ment could be now changed, if the Constitution 

could be amended in its provisions, so as to ex- 
tend justice and equality to everybody, who in 
this land would not rejoice, and rejoice with a 
| glad heart? Why, sir, there is no punishment 
that could be inflicted on me that I would not bear 
| for the sake of perpetuating this Union; but I 
| would bear nothing, or agree to nothing, that 
| would not perpetuate it on terms of equality, 
justice, and right. These are the principles on 
| which it must be maintained, or dissolution is in- 
evitable. If the party that succeeded in the late 
| triumph had indicated to the country that they 
were now ready to see justice done; that they 
were ready to extend to every southern State the 


the beginning ofthis Congress, said ** amendments 


ratified by our people, extending justice to all,” 
to-day the Union would have been safe, and 
secession would not have been possible. 

Mr. President, that party seem to be blind to 
their obligations upon this great question. They 
are bringing ruin and destruction upon a happy, 
— and free people. By their action and 


honorable and acceptable to all, and just to every 
|| State alike, they have thrown out of employment 
to-day thousands and tens of thousands of hard- 
working men that cannot get bread for their chil- 
dren. 
the laborers of the northern States. They have 
brought commercial distress upon the country. 
They have beggared thousands of people, and, 
before the winter is over, hundreds and thou- 
sands of honest, industrious, working people will 





| of employment because that party will not meet 
the other upon principles of justice, equality, and 


| right. ‘The responsibility is upon their shoul- 
ders. The great responsibility rests with them; 


and when the starving thousands shall assemble, 
and march in the streets asking for bread, and it 
shall be pointed to them, ‘* this distress is not 
broughton you by the South, for they have been 
just to you and to every State in the Union; but 
it has been brought upon you by your sectional 
party determined to force a minority to submit 
to the unjust demands of an arrogant majority,”’ 
what will be the consequence? They are re- 
sponsible. Let the consequences fall upon them. 


States into submission, make it a sectional war, 
and use these thousands of good men to fight 
battles that they would impose upon the country 
rather than do justice! I know these honest 
working men will do no such thing. Do you be- 
lieve they will join you? Never; no, sir, never. 
The heart ofthe Democracy of the northern States 
is sound, j 
and they will never join a sectional party in crush- 
ing that spirit of justice and equality. 

Sir, to-day, in Ohio, you have thousands, yea, 





triotic, as live on the face of the world, that will 
never join a sectional party to coerce a State, 
whether led by southern ornorthern men. In Indi- 
ana, I know the Democracy. I know them to be 
pure. Icansay the same of Illinois, and of all the 
northernStates. Soitisasto New York, Pennsy|- 


vania, and Connecticut particularly. Why, sir, || 


on the face of this earth you cannot find the same 
|| number of men as now constitute the Democracy 
|| ofthatglorious State of Connecticut, that are more 
pure and devoted to right and justice and to the 


Constitution as it is. They break it up, not we. || constitutional Union, than the Democracy of Con- 


10 


rights they claim for themselves; if they had, at | 


of the Constitution will be acceptable to us, and | 


y their refusal to meet on terms thmt would be | 


l 


They have thrown out of employment |! 





be suffering and starving for bread; thrown out || 


|| South that would do it without cause. 


And yet they indicate to us that they will coerce | 


They ask nothing but what is right, | 


} 


necticut. How can these gentlemen, then, say to 
us that they will coerce States, and force them to 


| Submit to wrong? Where will they get the men 


to do it? 
The condition of the country, I assure you, sir, 


| affords me no epemete- It gives me constant anx- 


iety, pain, and suffering. No man living, Ithink, 


| loves this country more than | do. Noman would 


| rratification. 


go further to promote its existence and the per 
etuity of the Union than I. If laying down my 
lite to-day would bring justice and equality to the 
States, and restore that fraternal feeling which 
prevailed in the earlier and better days of our 
Republic, and place it upon a footing that would 
extend justice and right to all, that would pro- 
mote its welfare, how happy would Ut be to com- 
promise by saying, ** sacrifice me, but save this 
great Confederacy, and let justice and equality 
prevail in all portions of the Union.”’ ‘Then I 
say, sir, this condition of things affords to me no 
On the contrary, it has given me 
the deepest sorrow and regret. | want thts Union 
perpetual. I want the Constitution maintained. 
{ desire equality to prevail. See that equality 
prevails; but, sir, [Mr. Foor in the chair] it is in 


| your power. It is in the power of that section in 


which you live and which you represent, to yet 


save this Union, and to bring about the early re- 





| indeed, this shall 


| the responsibility rests upon them. 


| forced the South into dissolution. 


| cip 


organization of agreat Republic upon a basis that 
will be permanent and lasting, if you would only 
speak earnestly and say, ‘* Gentlemen, itis all an 
error; we never intended to deprive you of the 
South of your equality in the ‘Territories, and we 
are willing to a in the Constitution that 
every State shall have her equal rights in the 


| common territory of a common country; that 


every man shall have a right to go with his prop- 
erty there, and have it protected while the terri- 
torial condition remains,’’ and live up to all other 
constitutional rights. Do this; meet the Democ- 
racy of the North and South upon this great prin- 

le, and maintain the integrity of the Constitu- 
tion as it was handed down to us by our fathers, 
and we will go on prospering and to prosper until, 
e the greatest country on the 
face of the earth. 

Why, sir, to break up such a fabric, to break 
up such a Union, to destroy such a Constitution, is 
a matter of the deepest regret to every good man 
North and South. There is not one State in the 
There is 
no State North, but for the influence of the Repub- 
lican party, that would do it. But you see that 
a party North has imposed conditions that ecan- 
not be recognized; conditions of inequality that 
cannot be submitted to. They must be changed; 
that party must change in principle, in sentiment, 
and in doctrine, or the Union will break up, and 
They have 
destroyed the Union; not the South. They have 
It has not been 
sought by the South; it has not been courted by 
them. They have not sought or desired it, They 
have pleaded for right, They ask nothing more. 
Give them that, and the perpetuation of this glo- 
rious Union is insured; and that is my earnest 


| desire. 


tens of thousands of Democrats, as pure, as pa- |! 


Mr. President, I beg pardon of the Senator from 
Ohio for consuming so much time. 1 will now 
yield him the floor. 

Mr. PUGH. I move that the Senate da now 
adjourn. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand that there is a 
communication from the President of the United 
States, which requires the consideration of the 


| Senate, and will not occupy more than a moment; 


| 


and I ask the Senate to proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. It is simply to refer 
certain matters. 


Mr. PUGH. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 


I will yield to that motion. 


| ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 


\ 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 19, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 1 desire to have the Jour- 
nal corrected. I yesterday presented, among 
other papers,a petition from Mr. William Wheeler 
Hubbell, of Philadelphia, in regard to the present 
condition of the country, and the questions agitat- 
ing it. “That petition was referred to the special 
committee of thirty-three, along with the proceed- 


mgs of a public meeting held in Philadelphia, | 


and propositions submitted by myself. It does 
not seem, however, that the y. 

Hubbeli’s petition to have been so referred. I 
am not surprised that there should have occurred 
this omission, from the fact that there was so 
much confusion in the Hall when I presented 
these papers, and an opposition to them which 
has characterized no other similar proceeding. 


ournal shows Mr. | 


I do not know why sucha spirit should have been | 
manifested, unless, indeed, it was called forth by | 


the loyalty of the city of Philadelphia 
The correction was made. 
CONTRACTS FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Interior, 


transmitting, in compliance with the resolution | 
of the House of Representatives of ee 16, 1838, | 
' 


copies of contracts entered into by the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings during the current fis- 
cal year; also, a statement giving the names of 
bidders, and the prices at which it is proposed 
to do the work contemplated by said contracts; 


which were laid on the table, and ordered to be | 


printed, 
ADJOURNMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I offer the 
following resolution: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the two 


Houses of Congress adjourn to-morrow, they adjourn to 
meet on the — day of January, 1861. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I desire to ask 


the gentleman from [linois whether the statement 


made is true, that the Senate passed a resolution | 


of this kind yesterday ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I under- 
stand that the Senate has not passed a resolution 
of this kind; but I presume it will concur with 
ihe Elouse if we should pass this resolution. I 
have left a blank in the resolution for the day to 
which the Houses should adjourn. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I object to the reception 
of the resolution. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
suppose thata single objection can defeat this 
resolution. IL understand that a resolution of a 


similar character has been held by the Speaker | 


to be in order as a privileged question, 
The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
the resolution is a privileged one, and 1s in order. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I pro- 
pose to fill the blank with the words ** Monday, 
the 6th,’’ so that it will read: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That when the two | 


Houses of Congress adjourn tc-imorrow, they adjourn to 
meet on Monday, the 6th day of January, 1861. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. DAWES called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 74; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Adrain, Allen, Bab- 
bitt, Beaie, Blake, Bocock, Brayton, Burch, Burnham, But- 
terfield, Carey, Case, Clemens, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, 
Covode, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, Edwards, 
Etheridge, Fenton, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 
Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, Houston, Humphrey, Junkin, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Lee, Loomis, Charlies D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, Me- 
Kean, McKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Mont- 
gomery, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Noell 


Pen- | 
dleton, Pettit, Porter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, John Hu. 
Reynolds, Royee, Sherman, Spauiding, Spinner, Stanton, 


Stokes, Thayer, Tompkins, Trimble, Vance, Vandever 


Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Wells, Wilson, and | 


Winslow—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, Alley, William 
©. Anderson, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Barret, Boteler, 
Branch, Butfinton, John B. Clark, james Craig, Burton 
Craige, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, Duell, Edmundson, 
English, Fiorence, Foster, Frencb, Gartrell, Hall, J. Mor- 


ee efaepgeentiineasssagpeoas sonal 


‘ +” : . | 
rison Harris, John T. Harris, Haskin, Hickman, Hindman, i 
Holman, William Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Jackson, || 
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Jenkins, Jones, Landrum, Larrabee, James M. Leach, 
Leake, Longneecker, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, 


| Maynard, McClernand, Millward, Laban ‘T. Moore, Nib 
lack, Nixon, Pheips, Potter, Pryer, Quarles, Reagan, 














Riggs, James C. Robinson, Sedgwick, Sickles, William N. 
HW. Smith, Stevenson, William Stewart, Thomas, Train, 
Underwood, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Web 
ster, Whiteley, Windom, Wood, Woodson, and Wright—74. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Before the vote was announced, 

Mr. QUARLES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
NeEtson, was absent on the committee of thirty- 
three. 

Mr. KILGORE said he had paired off with Mr. 
Crawrorp. 

Mr. BRANCH stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Rurrin, was detained at his room by indisposition. 

Mr. SIMMS said he had paired with his col- 
league, Mr. Burnett. 

“Mr. BOCOCK. Before I cast my vote, I de- 
sire the attention of the gentleman from Illinois, 
who offered this resolution, toa suggestion which 
[have to make. As I understand it, a difficulty 
has arisen on this side of the House, in relation to 
the resolution the gentleman has offered, in regard 
to the effect which it will have upon the power of 
the committees of the House to sit during the re- 
cess. Some of us are of the opinion that, if the 
resolution is adopted in its present form, the com- 
mittees of the ieene; including the select com- 
mittee of: thirty-three, will have no power to sit 
until the House again meets. I think that the 
resolution, in its present form, is liable to that con- 
struction, but it may be changed in form so as to 
aecomplish the object the gentleman has in view, 
and also to meet this difficulty. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will say to 
the gentleman from Virginia that if the resolution 
is not laid on the table, I will withdraw my de- 
mand for the previous question, and allow the 
gentleman to offerany amendment which he may 
suggest. I ask the gentleman, then, to allow the 
vote to be armounced upon the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I just wish to finish what I 
was going to say, ail thon the gentleman from 
Illinois may modify his own resolution. I was 
going to say that while, if the two Houses ad- 
journ by jot resolution, the committees cannot 
meet during the time of the adjournment, if this 
House take a recess for two days at a time, the 
committees may then meet during such recess the 
same as if the House continued in session. 

Now, the suggestion I have to offer to the gen- 
tleman from I\linois is this: the House, under 
the Constitution, has not the power to adjourn 
over for more than two days at a time, without 
the consent of the Senate. But if we obtain the 
consent of the Senate, we may adjourn over for 
more than two daysata time,and the committees 
of the House may continue in session as if a re- 
cess had not been taken. If the gentleman from 
Illinois would accomplish this object, he may do 
it by substituting a resolution something like this: 


Resolved, (with the consent of the Senate,) That when 
this House adjourns to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on the 
6th day of January next. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask that 
the vote may be announced. 

Mr. BROWN (not being within the bar when 
his name was called) asked leave to vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BINGHAM (not being within the bar 
when his name was called) asked leave to vote, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, objected. 

Mr. FOUKE (not being within the bar when his 
name was called) asked leave te vote. 

Mr. HASKINS objected. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 

Mr. GROW. To-day and to-morrow have 
been set aside for the consideration of territorial 
business. I have been appealed to by a number 
of gentlemen to eo the special order until 
some future time. nd, inasmuch as we have 
information being prepared by the Census bureau 
which ought to be before the House, I will now, 
if there be no objection, move that the special 
order be postponed, and that the second Tuesday 
and Wednesday of January be set apart for the 
consideration of the territorial business. 

There being no objection, the motion was re- 
ceived, and agreed to. 


eee 








December 19, 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of 

|| Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro- 

‘| priations for the legislative, exeeutive, and Judi- 
cial expenses of the Government for the year 

|| ending 30th of June, 1862; which was read a firs; 

|| and second time, referred to the Committee of t\. 

1 Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered tg 
be printed. 


| PUBLIC LAND EXPENSES. 
| 


Mr. SHERMAN also, from the same commit. 
| tee, reported the following resolution; which was 
| read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Coramittee on Public Lands be in. 
structed to inquire and report whether any of the offices of 


surveyor general can be discontinued without detrimen; to 
the public service. 5 


THE UNION QUESTION. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON, by unanimous consent, 


resented a preamble and resolution offered at a 
arge mass meeting of the people of Botetourt 
county, Virginia, December 10, 1860; which were 
referred to the select committee of thirty-three, 


NEW MEXICO MILITARY. 


Mr. OTERO, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following bills; which were severally 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill providing for the completion of the milj- 
tury road from Telecote to Albuquerque, ‘Terri- 
7 of New Mexico; and 

bill providing for the completion of the mili- 
tary | from Albuquerque to Dana Aud, Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the bill of the 
House (No. 866) to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
ropriations for the service of the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1861, be made a special order in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bocock in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
deficiency appropriation bill. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the first read- 
ing of the bill was dispensed with, and the read- 
ing of the bill by clauses, for amendment, was 
commenced. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment: 


After line sixteen, insert as follows : 

To enable the superintendent of the Capitol extension 
to pay for labor, materials, &c., for carrying out the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 20th of Febru- 
ary, 1860, $2,500. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Jam instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means further to report the 
following amendment: 

Add, at the end of the bill, as follows : 

For the completion of the custom-house and post office 
at the city of St. Louis, and for fitting up and furnishing the 
same, $15,000. 

Mr. QUARLES. I am opposed to that amend- 
ment, and J suppose it is not necessary for me to 
offer an amendment to enable me to state my 
objections. 

There are all over the country, in my own town, 
ia Charleston, in New Orleans, and all over the 
United States, custom-houses and post offices 
exactly in the condition of this one at St. Louts. 
Why, then, is it that that point is singled out as 
an exception to all the others? If we are to make 
an appropriation for the completion of this build- 
ing at St. Louis, why not make like appreprie- 
tions for all the other points? If the condition of 
the Treasury is such as to prevent us from making 
appropriations to complete all these buildings, 
why single out this building as an exception’ 
The Government has purchased a site for such « 





Tennessee, for which the public money has been 
paid, butupon which no building has been erected, 
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| want an appropriation made for that building, | 


if appropriations are to be made for those build- 


ings. Unless that can be done, | hope this amend- | 


ment will not be adopted. — 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will make a brief reply 
to the gentleman from Tennessec. The custom- 
house at St. Louis is already built. 
some outstanding debts for furniture, and for other 


There are | 


purposes, which this appropriation is designed to | 


cover. It is recommended by the Seerctary of 


the Interior, and ought to be made, so that these | 


debts may be paid. 

Mr. PHELPS. If the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will yield to me, I 
will explain to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
and to this committee, the necessity for making 


this appropriation. The Government of the Uni- | 
ted States appropriated money for the construc- | 


tion of a public building in the city of St. Louis. 
That building is now built. It was designed for 
several public offices, for & custom-house, a post 
office, for the use of the assistant treasurer, the 
surveyor general, and the clerks of the circuit 
and district courts. Of the amount appropriated 


balance unexpended remaining in the Treasury. 
In order that the building may be placed in a 
condition for occupancy by the several Govern- 
ment offices, and that the rent now paid may be 
saved—in order to provide furniture for the courts, 
the offices of the assistant treasurer and the sur- 
yeyor general, for the custom-house, and for the 
post office, including boxes, &c., it is necessary 
that we should make this appropriation. It is 
recommended by the engineer in charge of the 
construction of the public buildings of the United 
States. In other words, it amounts to this: we 
have a public building in St. Louis which cannot 
be occupied unless it be furnished in a manner to 
accommodate the public business. If we want 
the public business transacted there, then this ap- 
propriation is necessary; otherwise it is not, 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
original appropriation has not been exhausted. 

Mr. PHELPS. There remains unexpended 
only about one thousand dollars of the criginal 
appropriation. In addition to that sum the officer 
in charge of the Bureau of Construction recom- 
mends the appropriation of the 
for in this amendment, so that the building may 


be put in a condition for occupancy for the pur- | 


poses for which it was designed. 
Mr. MAYNARD. 
completed ? . ; 
Mr. PHELPS. It is. There are, however, 
some outstanding debts on the construction of the 
building. I believe that some bills have also been 
incurred for the necessary furniture supplied by 


the United States marshal for the United States | 
These debts ought to be paid, and it is 


court, 
intended that they shall be paid out of this ap- 
propriation, 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to submit the follow- 


ing amendment, to come in at the end of the bill: |) 


To supply deficiencies in the fund heretofore appropri- 1 
ated to enable the President of the United States to carry || 


into effect the act of Congress of 3d of March, 1819, and 
any subsequent acts now in foree for the suppression of the 
slave trade, $900,000. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 


I understand that the | 


15,000 provided | 


Is the building entirely | 





I avail myself of a formal || 


opposition to this amendment to make an inquiry | 


of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in respect to the necessity of appropriat- 
ing $30,000 to supply the deficiency in the ap- 
propriation for the printing of the second session 
of the se ae Congress. I should like to 
know how that deficiency arises. 

_ Mr. SHERMAN. The deficiency in the print- 
ing fund arises out of the order of this House 
to privt additional copies of the mechanical and 
agricultural parts of the Patent Office report, and 
= order to print large numbers of the Covode 
eport, 

Mr. MAYNARD. Would not that be a defi- 
Clency in the printing fund for the first, and not 
-_ the second session of the Thirty-Sixth Con- 
gress? 

_Mr. SHERMAN, It is the estimate of the 
“Superintendent of Public Printing that thisamount 
13 necessary, 


Now, sir, in reference to the pending amend- 


' tion I have on the subject. 
Mr. Chairman, I do not rise |} 


attention of members to the necessity of making 
| some provision different from that now adopted 


| cruisers. 
| Africans who were landed at Key West. Pro- 


‘tured recently no provision has been made. They 





_not only recommends this appropriation, but | 


| 
i 
| 
| revenues of the United States for the purpose of \| 
| 


| barbarians who are thrust inte the little colony 


ment, I do not propose to discuss it, unless it be |! 
the desire of the committee to have it explained. || 


I am willing to give the committee all the informa- | 


Mr. PHELPS. 
for the purpose of debating the amendment now 
vending, in reference to Africans captured by 
Gaited States cruisers, but merely to call the 


for the safe-keeping and support of those captured 
Africans. Four vessels, filled with Africans taken 
from Africa for the purpose of enslaving them, 
have been captured recently by the United States 
They are in addition to the captured 


vision has already been made by Congress for the 
transportation of those Africans back to Africa 
and for taking care of them. I think that that 
provision was made during the last session of 
Congress. For the Africans who have been cap- 


have been landed, under existing laws, in Liberia. 


| Expenses have necessarily been incurred, and the 
for the erection of the building there is still a small || 


Secretary of the Interior recommends this appro- 
priation of $900,000 for use during the present 
fiscal year. 

Mr. Chairman, I am unwilling to vote for this 
appropriation. It is time that Congress should 
make other provision than the one by which we 
appropriate one sixtieth of the revenues of this 
country—indeed more than one sixtieth of the |} 


returning to Africa and taking care of the Africans 
captured on their way to slavery in the Spanish 


isles. A portion of these captured Africans now || 
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nite Knowledge, and will be more satisfactory to 
the House than anything [ can say. 

yr ” - 

rhe letters were read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
: December 15, 1860. 
Sir: Thave the honor to inclose herewith, for vour tt 


| formation, a copy of my communication of this date, to 
| the Speaker of the [louse of Representatives, recommend 


ing appropriations to cnable this Department to execute the 
laws prohibiting the African slave trade. 

{ take this occasion to invite your attention to the recom 
mendation contained on pages 15 and 16 of my last annual 
report, (@ copy of which is inclosed,) and to suggest that, 
if the same meet your approval, the appropriations be made 
in the terms tollowing, viz: 

*'To supply a deficiency in the appropriation made for 
the present fiscal year to enable the President of the Uni 
ted States to carry into effect the act of 3d Mareh, L819, and 
any subsequent acts now in force for the suppression of the 
slave trade, $900,000. 

* And the President is hereby authorized to allow such 
compensation to United States marshals, district attorneys 
and others employed in entorecing such laws, as may to him 
seem proper, tor any services they may render, for which 
no allowance can now be made under existing laws 

*'lo enable the President of the United States to carry 
into effect the act of Sd March, 1819, and any subsecquent 
acts now in force for the suppression of the slave trade, 


| during the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1862, $900,009, 


| servant, 


supported in Liberia at the expense of the Govern- || 


ment of the United States, were in this country. 
At that time I was in favor, and I am now in favor, 
of this policy. I am in favor of providing that 
every African who shall be oabienal on board of a 
slave ship shall be landed in the United States, and 
apprenticed to those who will take charge of them 
until they shall earn a sufficient amount to defray 
the expenses of their return to Africa. In the 
meantime, those who have a high regard for the 
negro; those who have a desire to extend Chris- 
tianity and civilization into Africa, will have an 
opportunity of doing that very thing, by taking 
hold of the Africans thus landed upon our shores, 
and educating them in the Christian religion and 
the arts of civilization previous to their return to 
Africa. If these expenses go on as they have 
begun, you will soon find one thirtieth part of 
the revenues of the country annually expended 
for this purpose of taking care of these captured 
Africans. . this right?) Where, sir, do we find 
authority for doing it? If we are willing to bur- 
den the people and the national Treasury by this 
additional charge for the maintenance of these 


of educated Africans upon the western coast of 
Africa, is it not proper to consider that, under this 
policy, the numbers of barbarians may be so great 
in the course of a few years as to revolutionize, 
overcome, and exterminate the civilized Africans 
of Liberia who have been settled there by the 
benevolence and the charity of the American peo- 
ple? 

These are points for the consideration of the 
committee. ‘They are some of the reasons why 
I am not in favor of appropriating this sum of 
money for the purpose specified. I have, as I said 
when I rose, no purpose at this time of debating | 
this question. My duties require my presence | 
elsewhere. Ihave expressed my own views on 
the subject, and it is now for the House to take 
whatever action may be deemed best. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question, Mr. Chair- 


man, is not whether our laws against the slave 


trade are or are not right; but it is whether this || 


House will appropriate money to carry them into 
execution. On that point I am happy tosay that 
every Executive Department of the Government 
concurs. The President, in his annual message, 





hold in my hand special letters from the Depart- 
ment of the Interior urging this appropriation; 
and the Committee of Ways and Means, with a 
single exception, have agreed to recommend the 
appropriation. For the purpose of placing the 
aaa in possession of this information, | will 
send those communications to the Clerk’s desk, | 
that they may be read, as they contain more defi- | 











| 


* And the President is hereby authorized to allow such 
compensation to United States marshals, district attorneys, 
and other persons employed in enforcing said laws, as may 
to him seem proper, tor any services they may render, tor 


| Which noallowance can now be made under existing laws.”’ 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
Hon. Joun Suerman, Chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


December 15, 1860. 
Sir: The greater portion of the bounty due to the offi 


| cers and crews of the vessels which captured the slavers 


Wildfire, Williams, and bark name unknown, on the coast 
of Cuba, in my last, is still unpaid, and the appropriation 


| heretofore made for service of that character is nearly ex 


hausted. An additional appropriation is, therefore, now 
required. 

Under direction of the President, on the 22d October 
last I entered into contract with the American Coloniza 
tion Society, for the support and maintenance for one year 
of the Africans recaptured from the slavers Storm King 
and Erie, and delivered to the United States agent at Mor 
rovia in September last. An appropriation will be required 
to meet the liabilities thus incurred, and to pay the bounty 
due to the captors. » 

A few days since, this Department was officially advised 
that, on the I4th October last, the United States (rigate 
Constellation captured the slave ship Cora, having on board 
six hundred and ninety-four Africans, all of whom were 
delivered to the United State agent atMonrovia. An ap 
propriation will be required for their support and mainte 
nance for one year, and also to pay the bounty due to thos: 
by whom they were rescued. 

Official information has this day been received to the ef 
fect that, on the 10th October last, the United States frig 
San Jacinto captured the slaver Bonita, with seven bu: 
dred and thirty-four negroes on board, all of whom have 
likewise been delivered to the United States agent at Mou- 
rovia. An appropriation will also be necessary for uieir 
support and maintenance, and to pay the bounty due or, 
their account. 

The aggregate amount that will be needed for these sev 
eral objects to the 30th June next, and to meet other ex- 
penses incident to the service growing out of the prosecu 


| tions of the offending parties, in addition to what has been 


already appropriated, is, as nearly as can be estimated, 


| $450,000. 


lt is fair to presume, judging from the past, that other 
slavers will yet be captured during the present iiscal yeur, 


| and to provide for the contingency, I respectfully ask Unit 


an additional amount be appropriated of $450,000; making 
a total for this year of $900,000. 

For the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1862, an appropri 
ation should also be made of like amount, and the same is 
respectfully recommended. 

lL am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
Hon. WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives United States. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
December 19, 1860. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, for your consideration 
in connection with the communication addressed you by 
this Department on the 15th instant, a copy of a fetter of 
the same date, but since received, from Rev. William Me 
Lain, urging, in behalf of Liberia and the American Colo 
nization Society, the necessity of prompt provision bein 
made for the care of the reeaptured Africans recently landed 
at Monrovia, and protesting against the landing of any imo: 
unless ainple provision is made in advance for theirsupport 
In view of the state of things presented by Mr. MeLain, 
I beg leave respectfully to suggest early action upon so 
much of the communication of the [5th instant as relat: 
tu an appropriation to supply the deficiency in the fund for 
this branch of the service for the present fiscal year. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
MOSES KELLY, 
Acting Secrela 
Hon. Joun Suerman, Chairman of Commiltice of Warysa 
Means, House of Representutives. 
CotantzaTion Rooms, Wasurtneron, 
December 15, )869. 
My pear Stra: You have doubtless received information 
that anatuer slaver has been caught, the Bonita; and Liat 
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seven hundred and thirteen Africans have been landed at 
Monrovia from aboard of her. For us, the Colonization 
Society, as well as for Liberia, this is an alarming and an 
embarrassing state of things. In less than four months, 
thirty-seven hundred and eighty-one wild Africans have 
been landed in Liberia, viz: from Key West, eight hundred 


ond ninety-one; from slavers Storm King, six hundred | 
and sixteen; Erie, eight hundred and sixty-seven ; Cora, | 


six hundred and ninety-four, and Bonita, seven hundred 
and thirteen. We have received information which leads 
us to expect that many more will soon be landed. When 
the Cora left the Congo river, and the Bonita left Puntada 


Lenba, there were in the baracoons between five and six | 


thousand slaves waiting for vessels; and the vessels were 
on the coast, lying off and on, waiting for a chance to run 
in and take the people aboard. The United States men-of 
war on that station are all wide awake. ‘They have begun 
to understand the subject, and to feel the influence of the 
prize money. We may therefore expect to hear of other 
captures by the very next arrival from the coast. Under 


these circumstances, Mr. Secretary, what is to be done ? | 
We have now on our hands, and have had for from twoto | 


three and a half months, thirty-seven hundred and eighty 


one people to clothe and feed and take care of, and we | 


have received but $27,208 33 from the United States for 
their benefit. 
entered into, and no provision made. 
commercial distress and financial embarrassment, it can 
not be considered reasonable or right that we should pro- 
vide for the e people for nothing. Our Liberia population 
is email and teeble at best. To have nearly tour thousand 


For the last two cargoes no contract has been | 
In these times of | 


savages thrown in upon them, is an oppression which they | 


ought not to be called on to endure. They might justly 
protest against it. And you will allow me to say that, un- 


less the United States does speedily make provision for | 


those already landed, as well as for others who may here- 
after be Janded, [, in the name of Liberia, being fully au 
thorized to represent her, and we the American Coloniza- 
tion Society, shall be compelled to protest against any more 
beingianded in Liberia. 1 beg to call your attention to this 


subjectatonce. ‘The welfare of the recaptives themselves, | 


as well as the safety and happiness of Liberia, demand that 
immediate and ample provision should be made for those 
already there, and that we should be enabled to provide 
somewhai in advance for others who may be landed. 


I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient | 


servant, W. McLAIN, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Tn a z il. s : 
|| and this amendment proposes to supply a defi- || in the West Indies. Does that apprentice 


item of expenditure—$1,150,000 for the present | 


| the present session. 


| two facts in connection with this subject, import- 
| anttobe knownandconsidered. The slave trade, 


| so to do, and so shut up the ports to which slaves 


_any apologist of that powerful Government to 


| portion of the coast of Africa under her own ju- 


| continent closing that portion of the world to the 


Financial Secretary American Colonization Society. || 


Hon. J. Tnompson, Secretary Interior. 


Mr. SHERMAN. It is manifest, whatever 
may be the objection to the present law in refer- 
ence to the African slave trade, that we must 
make prompt provision for the rescued negroes 
already returned to Africa, and we ought at once 
to pass this appropriation. It is improper and 
wrong to throw the whole burden of supporting 


them upon the Colonization Society, when there | 


is ne money appropriated to enable the President 
to carry into effect the contracts already made 
with that society. 

Mr. JONES. I would suggest to the chairman 
of the Committee of Waysand Means, that if he 
wants to suppress the African slave trade, he had 


better repeal the law of Congress of last session, | 


which authorizes all these recaptured Africans 
to be supported, at so much a head, by the Colo- 
nization Society. The law now in existence is, 
[ think, a permanent one, and authorizes the Pres- 


ident to make an arrangement with the Coloni- | 


zation Society to take care of those persons. Such 
a contract has been made, and we pay the Colo- 
nization Society an enormous sum to take care of 
the class of persons referred to. Therefore you 
make it for the interest of that society to have the 
Africans recaptured, in order that they might be 


~~ and paid liberally, for taking care of them. | 


say to those gentlemen upon the other side of 
the House, who are so anxious to suppress the 


African slave trade, that they put a law upon the | 


statute-book last session which will increase that 
trade more than any other measure which has 
been adopted by this Congress; for it is manifest, 
that the more Africans there are recaptured the 
more money the Colonization Society will get. 
Therefore ey will send out persons purposely 
to recapture these Africans, in order, when they 
are brought in, they may get pay for taking care 
of them. And I do not wonder at the remarks in 
the letter of the secretary which has been read 
here. 
from now to doomsday, 

I say to gentlemen, if they are sincerely de- 
sirous to suppress the African slave trade, abol- 
ish the law under which the Colonization Society 


He does not care how many are captured | 


receives so much money for taking care of these | 


recaptured Africans. For, so long as that act 

stands, that society will send out men to capture 

Africans, that they may be turned over to them. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Can the chairman of the 

Committee of Ways and Means tell us what was 

the regular appfopriation for the current year? 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


I think it was $250,000. 
Mr. MAYNARD, That is my recollection; 


| treaty stipulation which she has entered into, and 


| to play the part of police to capture such of those 


| Congress ought to take stepsto change promptly, 
| effectually, and efficiently. 


_of humanity. Unless I am greatly mistaken, 
| since the adjournment of this present Congress 


| Lord John Russell, to the Secretary of State, to 


| purpose, avowedly, of furnishing labor to the 


_ of Congress by a gentleman from South Carolina, 


| but only when coming out of port with their slaves 


| goes in the baracoons, an 


| her police of the seas, close such ports to-morrow, 


| enforce those treaties, she could close the mar- 











December 19, 


s 
| ever terminate? What is the limit of it? Whe 
are the terms of it? What is the end of it? 

Ido not propose, Mr, Chairman, as I said jn 
| the outset, to enter at large into the discussion of 
this question at this time; but certain it is that 
this appropriation now asked for by our Govern. 
ment is one that ought to make us pause before 
we grant it. A quarter of a million a, at the 
last session was supposed to be ample for all tho 
exigencies of this service. Nearly four times that 
amount is now asked as a deficiency; and if Ene. 
land and Spain are in this manner to connive at 
the carrying on of the slave trade between the 
coast of Africa and the Spanish colonies, to say 
nothing of the English colonies, this Government 
ought simply to say, ‘* Hands off; we will pro- 
tect our own coast, and keep our skirts clear in the 
matters but beyond that we do not choose to inter- 

ose. 

Mr. PRYOR. Do | understand the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to say that the faith of the Government is pledged 
for the amount designated in the amendment? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Contracts have been made 

. . o ’ 
I think, if 1 understand the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, for three of the cargoes. For 
the fourth cargo—the Bonita—no contract has 
yet been made. The four cargoes already eap- 
say that, if she chooses to do so, she cannot, with || tured will consume $450,000. The remaining 
| $450,000 is estimated upon conjectural captures 
to be made between the 15th December and the 
Ist day of July next. 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. Chairman, so far as the 
faith of the Government is already engaged, of 
course I am obliged to vote the appropriation; but 
I do think, from the papers produced by the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, that it must be obvious to every mind 
that we should revise and reform the system on 
which we are acting. Whatdo we find? We find 
that already the Government is taxed $1,000,000 
a year for the subsistence of these captured Afri- 
cans. We find that there are now dependent upon 
the Treasury of thisGovernment in Africa three 
thousand persons. We find that cases of capture 
are increasing in a geometrical ratio. Now, who 
knows what enormous appropriations may event- 
ually be required under the operation of this sys- 
tem? Who knows but this 1s a contrivance by 
which this Government is to be burdened with the 
support of the Government of Liberia? Who 
knows, as suggestéd by the henorable member 
from Georgia, [Mr. Jones,] but there is some 
connivance, Some arrangement, by which, in the 
shape of these appropriations for the suppression 
of the slave trade, the Colonization Society is to 
be fastened upon this Government? 

Now, sir, Iam as averse as any gentleman to 
the prosecution of the slave trade. I would not 
relax, but, on the contrary, I would confirm and 
enforce every enactment for the suppression of 
that trade. Still, I do think that, in the prosecu- 
tion of this enterprise we should consult our own 
exigencies. There is one consideration which I 
should imagine would appeal with decisive force 
to gentlemen on the opposite side, and that is, a 
suggestion for which I am indebted to ‘a para- 
graph, apparently authentic, in the newspapers, 
to the effect that this promising Republic of Li- 


ciency of $900,000—nearly a million more for this 


year. Four hundred and fifty thousand dollars |) 
are in anticipation of captures to be made before 
the next fiscal year. I do not propose to discuss 
this question at length at this time, though I may 
seek an opportunity to do so before the close of 
i I have not before me the 
documentary matter to which I would invite the 
attention of the House. But I will present one or 


so far as I know, is not carried on between this 
country and Africa. [am notaware that buta single 
cargo of slaves has for many years been landed in 
the United States—I allude to the cargo of the 
slaver Wanderer. The slave trade, practically, is 
carried on between the coastof Africaand the island 
of Cuba,and perhaps one ortwo other points in the 
possession of Spain. England has a treaty with 
Spain, by which the latter Government is pledged, 
for the consideration of $20,000,000, according to 
my recollection, to put an end to the slave trade 
within her dominion. Great Britain can enforce 
that provision of the treaty at any time she pleases 


are carried to be sold. And it is utterly futile for 


or at as early a time as her inclination may 
prompt. 
Moreover, England has, in addition to that 





risdiction, treaties extending all along that vast 


African slave trade. So, then, if she chose to 





kets to which slavers resort to make their pur- 
chases. But by her connivance, not to say her 
participation, this traffic is permitted to be car- 
ried on, and the United States Government, by a 


by the propositions which are made to her from 
time to time by the British Government, is made 


Africans as she may be able, at an expense to 
her of upwards of a million dollars a year. It 
is an attitude which we ought not to assume. It 
is a position our Government ought not to oc- 
cupy; and it is one which the members of this 


If good faith is not 
to be observed in this matter by the British Gov- 
ernment, the less we have to do with her the bet- 
ter for our national reputation and for the cause 


in June last, a proposition has been directly and 
officially made by the British Government, through 


enter into an arrangement with that Government 
to organize and carry on the cooly trade, for the 


ea portions of the world. 
A resolution was introduced at the last session 





whom I now see in his seat, calling upon our 
Government for information as to the disposition 
that the Government of Great Britain makes of 
her recaptured Africans. If my ear did not deceive 
me, a response to that resolution was made ear! 
this session, and it was ordered to be printed. 
have not seen the document. I shall read it with 
a great deal of interest, for it has struck me that || self-government which they claim for the African 
it is a subject entitled to consideration. What || race. Do not or them by the presence of 
1 


beria is in the extremity of being swamped by the 
! 
becomes of those persons? In the operations of || cannibals from the dominions of Dahomey. 


Africans precipitated upon its bosom through the 
agency of this Government. Now, I demand of 
those gentlemen that they give the Republic of 
Liberia a fair chance to illustrate the capacity for 


the British cruisers on the African coast, so far, In every aspect, I do think, then—and I submit 
slavers are never captured when going into a port, || it to the honorable gentleman from Ohio himself— 
that we must change our policy, Can we not 
do something? Last year I suggested, without 
much thought, the idea of adopting the policy 
already practiced by the Government of Great 
Britain, and that is the policy of reducing captured 
Africans to a quasi-slavery—a species of appren- 
ticeship. I have thought much upon the subject 
since; [ have read somewhat upon it, and Lam 
only confirmed in the idea [ then advanced. 

will cordially support whatever measure the gen- 
tleman from Ohio may propose having in vieW 
they come out. What becomes of those captured || the suppression of the African slave trade, with 
Africans? Where are they taken? We are told || a due regard to the propriety of our position, with 
that they go as apprentices to the British colonies || a due regard to the necessities of our now eX- 


on board. What the reason is, I know not. It 
may be that if a slaver is captured while going 
into port, the vessel itself alone becomes a prize; 
whereas, if she is captured when coming out of 
port with slaves on board, a premium is given to 
the captors of twenty-five dollars a head for each 
slave on board. Hence it is the direct interest of 
the vessels that are stationed on the coast of Africa 
to let slavers go into the ports and get their car- 

} then capture them as 
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hausted Treasury, and with a due regard to the | 
condition of these negroes themselves. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
The committee rose informally ;and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair,a message was received | 
from the Senate by Mr. Hickey, its chief Clerk, | 
informing the House that the President of the 
United States, on the 17th instant, approved and 
signed an act to amend the fourth section of the | 
act for the admission of Oregon into the Union, | 
so as to extend the time for selecting salt springs | 
and contiguous lands in Oregon. Also, that the 
Senate had ordered the printing of certain docu- 
ments, of which he was directed to inform the 
tlouse of Representatives. Also, that the Senate 
had passed the bill of the House making appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other 
pensions of the United States for the year ending 
30th June, 1862, without amendment. And also, | 
that the Senate had passed the billof the House 
making appropriations for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy for the year ending 30th June, 
1862, with an amendment, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


DEFICIENCY BILL—-AGAIN. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union then resumed its session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In reply to the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Pryor,}I will simply say that 
the Committee of Ways and Means have under 
consideration an appropriation for the next year 
of $900,000, and itis probable that that committee 
may report some modification of the law in re- 
gard to the slave trade; at least, propositions of 
that kind are pending before the committee; but 
we suppose that it would be impossible for the 
committee to mature, or Congress to pass a law 
soon enough to affect the expenditures to accrue 
before the Ist of July next. 

With regard to the colonization system, it is 
not compulsory upon the Republic of Liberia, 
nor is it compulsory upon tke Colonization So- 
ciety,to undertake the care of these negroes. The 
President of the United States can, under the law, 
make a contract with anybody to take care of 
them; and if the Commonwealth of Liberia deem 
these Africans a burden upon them, they can re- 
fuse, as a matter of course, to receive them, and 
the Colonization Society can refuse to enter into a 
contract. That is a sufficient answer to that por- 
tion of the gentleman’s remarks. 

Mr. BURNETT. I ask that the amendment 
proposed shall be read. 

The amendment was again read 

Mr. BURNETT. Would it be in order to move 
to amend the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then I move to amend by 
striking out ** $900,000,°’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof ** $450,000.°’ At the last session of Con- 
gress, I, together with other gentlemen, voted for 
the act passed to amend the act entitled ** An act 
in addition to the act prohibiting the slave trade.”’ 
At that time I thought the act would be humane 
in its provisions, and that the plan proposed would 
be the best means that could be adopted for dis- 
posing of the Africans captured and brought to 
our shores. There were at that time, I believe, 
or shortly before, some twelve hundred slaves on 
the coast of Florida, at Key West. lam now sat- 
isfied that the act of last session is not only inhu- 
mane in its provisions, but is actually cruel. The 
report of the Secretary of the Interior shows that 
among the Africans who were sent back to the 
coast of Africa, the mortality on board of our ves- 
sels, crossing and returning, was about fifty per 
cent, 

The President of the United States was directed 
to make a contract under this act with any party 
he might select, for the purpose of returning these 
Africans, and having them taken care of, at the 
price of $100 per head; and he might, in his dis- 
creuon, continue that contract for a period of five 
years. The act also appropriated $250,000 for the 
purpose of carrying it into effect. Prior to the 
passage of that act, and at the same session of 

Ongress, we had also appropriated $40,000 in 
addition, making, in all, $290,000. We are now | 
called upon to appropriate an additional sum of | 
$900,000; but we are informed by the chairman | 
of the Commitice of Ways and Means that only | 
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$450,000 of that amount is actually needed at 
present, and that the faith of the Government is 


pledged to the payment of that amount, growing | 
out of the act of Congress, to which I have re- | 


y vies 
ferred. Now, I am willing to vote the pat 
which we actually owe, and which, as was well 


remarked by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. | 


Pryror,] the Government is pledged to pay. But 
I am unwilling, at this time, to vote another dol- 
lar under this act. The act ought to be amended; 
and the only course that this Government can 


pursue, which would be, in my judgment, wise || 


and humane, is, that when Africans are captured | 
and brought to our shores, the apprenticeship | 


system, as adopted by England in regard to her 
colonies, should be adopted by us. It would 


certainly tend to elevate the character of those | 


barbarians landed on our shores; and not only 


| civilize them, but give the philanthropists of this 


country, who are so fond of the negro, an oppor- 
tunity of christianizing them. We do not render 
their position any better by the coyrse pursued 


| by the Government; and yet we are called upon 


not only to expend $900,000 for this year, but to 


| make an additional appropriation of $900,000 for 


| the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1862. 


This has 
become a profitable branch of commerce. We 
now not only pay to this Colonization Society $100 


| per head—the President being authorized to con- 
| tinue the contract for five years—but we also, 
t tl tract for fi but l 








| 
| 
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| under the existing laws, pay to the ships’ crews 


that capture these Africans, a bounty of twenty- 
five dollars per head. We are thus encouraging 
instead of suppressing the African slave trade; 
and I think that the wisest course to be pursued 
by the committee would be to reduce the appro- 


| priation to $450,000, the amount suggested by the 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means; 
and then let us amend this law. 
Mr.CRAWFORD. It seems to me, Mr. Chair- 
man, that there is no difficulty about settling this 
question. It has been up for the last two or three 
sessions of Congress. The great mistake has been 
in the construction of the law of 1819. In all 
probability the sum of $450,000, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, is enough for the 
purpose required. According to my construc- 


States has no power whatever to support and 
maintain these Africans one year after they have 
been returned. The difficulty is that the Presi- 
dent has been authorized to make a contract for 
that purpose. The law of 1819 looks to the sup- 
port and maintenance of those Africans who are 
captured and brought into American ports, until 
they are returned to Africa; but there is not one 
solitary word or line of the act of 1819 that can 
be tortured into a construction allowing for their 
support and maintenance for one year after they 
are returned to Africa. 1 defy the ablest lawyer 
in this House, or elsewhere, to show that there 


is any reason or justice requiring, on the part || 


of the American Congress, an appropriation of 
$900,000 annually for the support of these Afri- 


|| tion of the act of 1819, the President of the United | 


cans after they shall have been returned back. I | 
admit that they are to be supported while they are 


retained here, and then they are to be returned to 
Africa and delivered there to an agent. 





But it has been implied that because of the use | 


of these words, *‘ delivered there to an agent,”’ 


the law requires that the Government of the Uni- | 


ted States shall support them for a certain time 
thereafter. Ido not hold to any such construction 


struction of the law, we can avoid the support and 
maintenance of these Africans for one year after 
they are teturned home. If there were any rea- 
son or propriety in our supporting them there for 


a year, I should not have any objection to doing | 


so. But the truth is, that there is so much oppo- 
sition in the House and in the country, south as 
well as north, to the reopening of the African 
slave trade, that whenever there is objection made 
to the payment of money for the support of these 
captured Africans after their return to their own 
country, that objection is construed by many at 
the North into the manifestation of a disposition 
on our part to reopen the African slave trade. 
That is not true. J have no idea that thereare a 
hundred men in the State of Georgia to-day who 
are in favor of reopening the African slave trade. 


| And yet, because of the fact that there are some 


men in that State who have been charged with 


| of the law; and I think that, under a proper con- | 


| 
| 
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whether they were or not—whenever it is insisted 
on the part of their Representatives in Congress 
that money should not be appropriated for the 
support of these Africans a year after they are 


. s . . 
sent home, there is a general indignation aroused 


against the African slave trade, and the money is 
voted out of the Treasury contrary to law. That 


| is the whole state of the case. 





of concern to me. 


Let us construe the actof 1819 aright. Letus 
look at itas lawyers. Let us look at it as men 
of sense. Examine that law; and you will find 
that the captured Africans are to be supported 
and maintained while in this country, but not in 
their own. Give it that construction, and then 
the amount of money necessary to carry out the 
act of 1819 will be far less annually than is asked 
for inthe present bill. I shall never vote a dollar, 
either in this House or elsewhere, for the support 
of Africansabroad; but I will voteevery dollarthat 
the law requires for their support and maintenance 
while in this country, and for their return to their 
own shores. Iam satisfied that that is the true 
construction of the law; and if those gentlemen 
onthe other side of the House who are no more 
indignant at the reopening of the African slave 
trade than are many gentlemen on this side, will 
vote according to that construction of the law, 
there will be no difficulty about the amount of 
money to be expended. I am very indifferent 
whether you appropriate $800,000 or $900,000, or 
any other sum. I simply desired to bring the 
facts to the consideration of the House. The 
House may, for aught I care, vote to support the 
Africans twenty years. It is a matter of no sort 
I believe that we should ed- 
ucate and christianize them at the South much 
cheaper than in Africa. The country is opposed 
to it; and, being opposed to it, those of us who 
are willing to give a fair construction to the law 
are perfectly willing that the necessary amount of 
nae shall be expended to carry out the law con- 
strued properly, and no more. I would not my- 
self vote a solitary dollar more than is necessary 
to support them while here. 

These are the views which I have upon this 
question. The House will, as a matter of course, 
vote such an amount of money as they deem 
proper—$900,000 or $1,900,000; and I would as 
soon they should vote one as the other; because, 
if it were proposed to appropriate $1,900,000, and 
a gentleman in favor of reopening the slave trade 
were a it, they deol raise it to $2,000,000. 

Now, let us construe the law fairly; let us con- 
strue it properly; and then let us appropriate such 
a sum of money as is necessary to carry it out 
fairly, and no more. 

Mr. COBB. I suppose the question is now 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Bernertr.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. COBB. I suppose that upon that I cannot 
properly speak to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. SHERMAN. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the 
gentleman from Alabama that the debate not hav- 
ing been closed upon the bill, any remarks perti- 
nent to the subject of the bill or either of the amend- 
ments will be in order. 

Mr. COBB. Very well, then, I will appeal to 
your experience, Mr. Chairman, to know whether 
an amendment which I have now in my mind, 
and am about to suggest, will be admissible? for 
I do not like to throw away my ammunition with- 
out effect. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
being an amendment to the amendment, it is not 


| in order now to move to amend further. 


Mr. COBB. Then I will suggest the amend- 
ment which I shall be glad to offer whenever it 
may be in order, and I appeal to your experience 


| and parliamentary knowledge to know whether, 


| order as an amendment to this bill. 


when the amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky shall have been disposed of, it will be ip 
You havea 


| law now in force, I believe, prohibiting the steal- 
ing of slaves on the coast of Africa. 


My object is to insert, as an amendment to this 
bill, a provision which shall more effectually ac- 
complish that object. I would provide that when- 
ever a ship shall be captured with a cargo of 
negroes on board, the Africans shall be taken off, 
and the vessel scuttled, and allow the officers, 


being engaged in the slave trade—I do not know || crew, and all who are engaged in the unlawful 
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enterprise, togodown together. Thatis the only 
effectual remedy which I can suggest for putting 
a stop to this African slave trade. 
that by that means we could accomplish another 
pu vse; we could rid ourselves of a class of per- 
sons who, while they are engaged in this traffic 


abroad, are at home absolutely engaged in engen- 


| 


And | think | 


dering strife and contention among our people | 


North and South, I want the House and the 
country distinetly to understand that the State of 
Alabama, whether she secedes or not, is opposed 
to the reopening of the slave trade, I certain 
shall do my utmost to preventit; but, I say, sin 
the vessels with all on Saad who are engaged in 
carrying on the traffic, and I am satisfied that no 
southern man will go down either. 


I call upon my northern friends to put a stop || 


to the practice of building ships in theirewn ports, 
and fitting them out with their own money tq steal 
negrocs on the coast of Africa. 

Mr. GROW. That is what we are trying to 
do. 

Mr. COBB. 
ineffectual. While you are passing these enorm- 
ous appropriations, your own people are fitting 
out ships, and conunued and repeated depreda- 


But the means you are using are | 


tions are being committed by these thieves. Now, | 


Mr. Chairman, is it admissible to move, as an 
amendment to this bill, that the ships shall be 
sunk with all on board, after taking the negroes 
off? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the — 
ion that, as an amendment to a deficiency bill, 
such an amendment would hardly be in order. 


It might, re if it were a bill for raising a | 


sinking fund. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COBB. IL had some doubt about the ad- 
missibility of it myself, and that was the reason 
why I was desirous of getting the opinion of the 
Chair; but L say that if such provision could be 
passed by this aa it would furnish, in my 
opinion, the only means by which the slave trade 
could be stopped. 
ing of ships at the North for the purpose of pros- 
ecuting the slave trade; nor do | want to aid in 
capturing those fellows who engage in that slave 
trade, unless they are to be punished. I want to 
get clear of them and of the trade altogether. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, 

The CHAIRMAN. No further amendment 
is in order at this time. 

Mr. REAGAN. While Lam up, as the gen- 
eral subject is open to debate, I will state the 
object | have in view in offering the amendment 
which L propose to offer whenever I have the op- 
portunity, Whenever the nee presents 
itself, | shall propose tu amend the clause making 
this appropriation, by providing that no part of 
the same shall be expended for the support of 
Africans captured on vessels not bound for the 
United States. 

i am induced to do this for the reason that I 
am informed from a source on which I rely—and 
if any gentleman doubts the correctness of it he 


I do not want to aid the build- |) 


can apply to the Navy Department and satisfy | 
himself in reference to it—that but one of the | 


vessels which have been captured with negroes 
on board was bound for the coast of the United 
States. That was the Echo. The Wanderer, it 


is truc, was found in the United States, and was | 
suspected of being a slaver, but it was not known | 


certainly that such was her character. The Echo 
is the only one captured which was bound for 
our coast. All the others were bound for Cuba. 
The trade is one which is carried on between 
Afriea and Cuba, and not carried on by the peo- 


ple of that portion of this country which has been | 


so frequently maligned as engaged in the African 
slave trade. 
stood that the ships which are built for this trade 


It is as well that it should be under- | 


are not built in the southern States, so much | 


abused and denounced as being engaged in the 
slave trade; they are not owned or manned by 
people from the South, and they are not engaged 
in carrying on the slave trade cteaeeeh the coast 
of Africa and the southern States. They are 
built by the very men who raise this outcry 
against slavery, and they are owned and manned 
by these same people, for the purpose of import- 
ing slaves from the coast of Africa into the island 
of Cuba. 

These facts, I say, ought to be understood; for 





it 


that they exist, there can be no doubt. Any one, | 


_who will take the pains to apply at the proper | 


source of information, will find that the statements 
that have made are true. I hold,then,that while 
the only slave trade which is being carried on to 


any considerable extent is between the coast of 
Afri 


ca and the island of Cuba—a dependency of 
Spain—it is not proper that we should be taxing 


' the Government of the United States, to the ex- 


_ christianize the Africans which are taken by Yan- | 
| land, and of this country stationed upon the cons, 








| back to Africa. 


tent which this bill provides, to take care of and 


kees, in Yankee ships, for Yankee speculations. 


It seems to me that this isa question deserving || 


of some consideration at the hands of this House 
—at least that it should have some influence in 
controlling the policy of the Government in de- 
termining the course it is to pursue. I shall pro- 
pose the amendment which I have suggested when- 


ever the proper opportunity shall present itself. 


I wish to say further upon the general subject, 
that heretofore I have voted for all the appropri- 
ations which have been called for, since I have 
been a member of this House, to be applied in 
taking care of these Africans and sending them 
I have done it, because I sup- 
posed it the best means of securing the suppres- 
sion of the African slave trade, to which I have 
been, and am, opposed. But seeing the tendency 
which the course of policy pursued by the Gov- 
ernment has had in working injustice to the tax- 
nayers of the nation, I shall now change the pol- 
icy I have heretofore pursued. Ido not propose 
to vote for this appropriation, nor for any other 
appropriation, to earry out the policy which the 
Government is now pursuing, unless the plan 
which I have suggested, of making provision for 
the support of such negroes only as were being 
sent to the coast of the United States, shall be 
agreed to. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I was not present when the 
discussion upon this subject took place in the 
House at the last session of Congress; but, inas- 
much as there seems to be a difference of opinion 


| between the executive department of the Govern- 


ment and Congress as to the proper construction 
to be placed upon the act of 1819, I have taken 
yains to refer to the language of that act. I do not 
beadinds to affirm that, whatever may be its effect 
hereafter, whether to increase or diminish the 
slave trade, the actof 1819 confers no power upon 
the Executive of this Government to maintain 
negroes captured fn slavers on the coast of Africa. 
Yet the Executive has taken the responsibility of, 
incurring an expense, estimated at $900,000 for 
the balance of the present fiscal year, in support- 
ing these negroes upon thatcoast. The question, 
then, before the House is, whether we shall ac- 
quiesce in the construction, unwarranted as I say, 
given by the Executive; or whether we shall 
diminish the estimated appropriation to such an 
extent as only to cover the amount already due? 
That is the issue presented by the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. I think the time 
has come when this Congress should put its legis- 
lative veto against these excessive expenditures 
and usurpations of power on the partof one de- 
partment of the Government, against a plain pro- 
vision of existing law. 

What is the act of 1819? I have it before me, 


and beg leave to refer to its explicit provisions. 


1 will not be governed in myaction, as a member 
of this House, by the distracted state of feeling in 
the country. So far as I am concerned, in carry- 
ing out the trust with which I am invested as a 
member of this House, I shall endeavor to dis- 
charge my duties under the oath I have taken, 
and to look above all outside influences. 

In what direction ought that action to be? The 
act of 1819 provides that the President of the 
United States shall appoint the proper person or 
persons residing upon the coast of Africa to act 
as the agent or agents for receiving the negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of color, delivered from on 
board the vessels seized in prosecution of the 
slave trade by the commanders of the United 
States. He is to appoint the person or persons 
to actas agents to receive these captured Afri- 
cans. Now, what has the President done? He 
has not only appointed a person to receive them, 
but he has appointed a person to maintain them 
for one ycar after their return to and arrival upon 
their native soil. I am not disposed to turn these 
barbarians loose upon Liberia; I am not disposed, 
so far as they are concerned, to desert them and 
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Africa. No, sir; Lam disposed to go as — 
this Government ought to go, under the proper 
construction of the law. Tam willing, while ye 
are discharging our duty to ourselves, that wo 
should at the same time discharge our duty to 


these Africans. And under this state of the eas, 





| 
| 





eee guests 


A 
eee 


with a conflict between the Executive and this 


| House, $900,000 seems to me to bea remarkably 


large sum, especially in view of the fact that we 
have the whole naval force of France, of Eno. 


of Africa, and elsewhere, in order to prevent the 
prosecution of the African slave trade; especially, 


_ too, in view of the fact that that trade is stignya- 





| 





| tized upon the statute-books of the United States 
| as piracy. Was it contemplated, when thisact was 


assed, that a trade stigmatized as piracy should 
. encouraged by the executive arm of the Goy- 
ernment, and that a direct bounty should be held 
out for its continuance by appropriations of money 
on the part of this House? 7 
With these views, with the facts I have stated, 


_ lam compelled to vote for the amendment of the 


gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Burnerr,) or 
for such a reasonable sum as may be sufficient, 
under the actual facts of the case, to discharee 
what may be deemed on our part our duty toward 
these alestenete barbarians. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Mr. Chairman, | 
do not rise for the purpose of discussing any fine 
question of humanity or philanthropy. [ rise 
merely to present my views upon a plain point 
submitted for the consideration of this committer; 
and that is, whether expenses incurred under the 
faith of a public act of the United States should be 
defrayed? whether money should be disbursed in 
answer to the call and claim upon the credit of 
the United States? It is very immaterial, to my 
mind, whether the law of the last session is 2 
— legislative construction of the law of 1819; 

ut were it a proper theme for discussion here, it 
seems to me that the question could very readily 
be answered, and that the criticism which has 
been bestowed upon the law of 1819 in connec- 
tion with the law of the last session, is amenable 
to this sufficient and plain answer: that when the 
law of 1819 demands that a body of helpless hu- 
man beings should be received upon the coast of 
Africa, it also requires that they sheuld be re- 
ceived there for the purposes of preservation and 
for the exercise of the natural promptings of liu- 
manity; for conservation, and not for destruction; 
and that when appropriations are made to carry 
that law into execution those appropriations 
should be devoted to the maintenance, the support, 
the clothing, and the protection of these helpless 
creatures, and not for their destruction. 

Mr. CLEMENS. If the construction which I 
place upon the law of 1819 is the correct one—and 
the gentleman from New York seems to admit 
that it is—then will he be kind enough to tell me 
under what constitutional authority, what lezal 
authority, this Government has the right to stretch 
its arm into Africa, and keep up a system of edu- 
cation and maintenance and christianization of the 
barbarians to be found there? 

Mr.JOHN COCHRANE. Ide not know that 
I can answer with as strict an adherence to the 
letter of the Constitution as can my friend from 
Virginia, who is acknowledged to be a strict cx- 
positor of that instrument; but I may be permitted 
at this point toappeal to that higher law, recognized 
by my friend, I am sure—the law of humanity, the 
law of preserving life; that law, sir, which we all 
recognize, the obligations of which we acknow!- 
edge in this House; the law that, when life Is 
within our power, our action should be taken for 
its preservation, and not for its destruction. But 
my remarks were not directed to that point. They 
were directed to this simple construction: that 
when a law of Congress directs an executive ofit- 


| cer to take under his care and protection human 


life, the letter as well as the spirit of that law 1s (o 
the effect that that life should be conserved, and 
not destroyed—to the construction that whenever 
appropriations are made for the exccution of sue! 
alaw, itconfers upon the executive officer powe'— 
not to turn loose these wild Africans, not to leave 
them between heaven and earth in expiation of 
some conceived offense—but to take care of them, 
to civilize them, to protect and maintain them, and 
to provide forthe comfort of their future life. ‘I “o" 
was the construction put upon the jaw of 1819 by 
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the law passed at the last session. That is the 
construction which I deem the proper one in this 


The simple question here is whether this appro- 
priation should be made for the purpose specified, 
namely: for comfortably clothing and maintain- 
ing the persons of color received upon the coast 
of Africa. I am answered by my friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] that it were better not 
to receive these Africans upon the coast of Africa 
_that it were better not to subject this Govern- 
ment to the expense of their conservation and 
making their lives comfortable ; but, on the con- 
trary, that the better policy would be, under the 
circumstances which surround us, and in view of 
the historical events of the past, to at once em- 
brace the English apprentice system, and adopt 
these captured Africans as a part of our own pop- 
ulation; to make them comfortable within our 
own midst. I deprecate this above all other pro- 
ceedings. Bad, infamous, as is the African slave 
trade, wretched as are its consequences, I would 
provide some remedy for them. [ would, beside 
providing for the prevention of the slave trade, 
seck to incorporate those who have been arrested 
in the proper enjoyment of their natural liberty, 
with their natural class—with those of their own 
race and color, with those from whom they were 
taken, and not with an incongruous population of 
different and higher civilization, another order 
of beings; for to introduce them into our midst 
under cover of an apprenticeship system, or any 
other system, for temporary or permanent uses, 
would be, to acertain extent, to incorporate them 
into our population. It would be adding difficul- 
ties to that great problem which this country has | 
yet to meet—beyond the slave trade, beyond sla- 
very in the South—what shall be done with the 
free colored population of the free States or of the 
slave States? a question of great magnitude in its 
dimensions, fearful in its proportions, and yet, in 
the future, as the vista of time discloses, to be 
solved, and dreadfully solved, in blood. The two 
races cannot live together. ‘The two races are 
antagonistic, and Christian civilization, with all 
its benefits, will in the future but disclose that 
that antagonism will be brought into irrepressible 
conflict, and a war of races will begin with the 
aspirations of the colored men to alter and benefit 
their condition. I would vote for the appropria- 
tion of $450,000, which is necessary now, for the 
cancelment of existing expenses; and, as a meas- 
ure of humanity, I would vote for $450,000 more, 
if it be probable, as it seems to me it may be prob- 
able, that in the future, before any further appro- 
priation can be made, expenses to that amount 
will have been incurred for the same purpose. I 
think, therefore, that the amendment as it is 
offered should prevail. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Unless there is a disposi- 
tion to take a vote, I shall move that the commit- 
tee rise, for the purpose of closing debate. 

Mr. JONES. I would like to have a separate 
vote upon this amendment in the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If it is the desire to havea 
vote upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky in the House, I have no sort of objec- 
tion to that. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will, then, withdraw my 
amendment, if the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means will give me an opportunity to 
offer it and have a vote upon it in the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will do so. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means if he will 
extend to me a like privilege? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I cannot open the door to 
every one. 

Mr. REAGAN. Then I will offer an amend- 
ment now. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have the floor. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman cannot pre- 
vent me from offering my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
had the floor for the purpose of moving that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Texas, and them I will move that 
the committee rise. 


Mr. REAGAN. I move to amend, by insert- 


Ing the words: 


an part of this sum shall be applied to the support of 
5 ricans captured on vessels not nd to the United | 





tates, 








Mr. SHERMAN. [rise to a point of order. 


|| It is, that the amendment would change the ex- 


| 
instance. | 


| ident of the United States to pay $100 a year for 


| forces of the United States. his amendment, of 
| law. 

The CHAIRMAN. I would call the attention 
| of the gentleman from Ohio to the uniform ruling 
upon this point. A distinction has always been 
| held to exist between a provision which changes 
| the existing law permanently, and a restriction 
merely upon one appropriation pending before 
the House. Inasmuch as the amendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Texas applies to 
the manner in which this particular money shall 
be used, and does not contemplate a permanent 
| change, the Chair rules that it is in order. 

Mr. REAGAN. I ought to have said, in con- 
nection with the other remarks I submitted, that 
the Governments of Great Britain and France 
| have heretofore professed to take an active inter- 
| hold, before the world, slavery in great abhorrence 
—a profession which, so far as the English Gov- 
ernment is concerned, still continues to be made. 
The object of my amendmentis to place this mat- 
ter in such a form as to see whether they are sin- 
cere in their professions; to place the policy of 
| Government, in reference to this matter, upon such 
a basis as to test the sincerity of those Govern- 
ments. When we recapture Africans we return 
them to the coastof Africa. If that policy of our 
Government is to be continued, I have no objec- 
tion to it, so far as it applies to those Africans 
whose destination is the United States. 

3ut I understand that when British or French 
or Spanish cruisers capture slavers, they consign 
the captured Africans to an apprenticeship which 
| amounts to slavery. They make a profit out of 
| the captured Africans, instead of carrying out 





| rying out which they so earnestly impress upon 
| us; while our Government gees on in good faith, 
| and returns not only those negroes which are 
| taken from vessels bound to our country, but also 
| all those taken from vessels of other countries and 
trading between the coast of Africa and Cuba, 
and other dependencies of Spain. Now,I do not 
think it is just to put upon our country the bur- 
den of returning those negroes and making pro- 
vision for their support for a year, in cases where 
our citizens are not engaged in the trade, or when 
the negroes recaptured are not destined to the 
United States. If thisGovernment will enter into 
an arrangement that Africans taken from vessels 
bound to Cuba or Brazil or to any other foreign 


thorities of the Government from whose port the 
vessel sailed, or to the Government to whose port 
the negroes were bein 
at their own expense, I shall have no objection. 
Then those Governments would not be preaching 
humanity to us, and speculating on the misery of 
the Africans for their own benefit. 


uire that we should change the policy of our 

overnment. My proposition would be the first 
step to a change which would be beneficial in 
many aspects. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It seems to me, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Texas will operate—though not so intended by 
him—to give a license to American vessels en- 





| course, will limit the authority and change the | 


. . | 
| est in the suppression of the slave trade, and to 


country, shall be placed in the hands of the au- | 


taken, to be disposed of | 


I simply throw out these hints, because it seems | 
to me that facts have been developed which re- | 


isting law. The present law authorizes the Pres- || 


|. the support of all Africans captured by the naval | 


| their doctrine of humanity, the importance of car- || 








gaged in the African slave trade bound to Cuba, | 


or any other point on the globe, other than the | 


United States, in which slavery may be tolerated. 


Under the existing law, as has been remarked— | 


and the gentleman from Texas is fully advised 
of it—the President of the United States is author- 
ized to direct the commanders of the armed ves- 


sels of the United States to capture all American | 


vessels engaged in the African slave trade on-the 
coast of Africa, or anywhere else; to carry the 
Africans back to the ccast of Africa, and to bring 
the persons engaged in the trade to the United 
States for trial, 

Mr, REAGAN, The gentleman frcm Ohio 
misunderstands the scope of my amendment, if he 
supposes that it gives any such license. It is 
designed only to prevent the burden of supporting 
these Africans being thrown upon our Govern- 
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ment, unless they were being brought to our 
coast, 

Mr. BINGHAM. I understand that the amend- 
ment limits the application of the appropriation to 
the support of such negroes as are taken on ves 
sels engaged in the African slave trade aud bound 
to the coast of the United States. It follows, there- 
fore, of necessity, that no appropriation will be lett 
to carry into effect the other provisions of the pres- 
ent law. Therefore, it does strike me—whether 
such a result is intended or not—that the amend- 
ment epoeee as a license to American vessels 
engaged in the African slave trade, bound to ports 
other than ports of the United States, unless the 
gentleman can show that the acts of 1819 and 1850 
can be carried into effect without any appropria- 
tion by Congress; which I doubt. 

Mr. KUNKEL. Mr. Chairman, I am reluc- 
tant to participate in this debate at all. It has 
been protracted so long that perhaps now the 
members of the committee are fatigued, and desire 
to hear no more upon the subject. But I rise to 
suggest to the committee the propriety of adopt- 
ing the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Texas, [Mr. Reacan.] I am not informed 
as to the express stipulations that have been made 
by our treaties with foreign Powers in reference 
to the suppression of the African slave trade. 
I find in the Constitution of the United States— 
which js to be our guide in voting moncy fer this 
purpose—that Congress, in the ninth section of 
the first article, is thus invested with power over 
this subject: 

‘<The immigration or importation of such persons as any 
of the States now existing shall think proper to admit shalt 
not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 1808; 


but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation not 
exceeding ten dollars for each person.”’ 


The object, then, of the Constitution in vesting 
power in this Government, by treaty or by law, to 
coupes the African slave trade, applied exclu- 
sively to this country and not to other nations. 
The duty, therefore, of the Navy of the United 
States, when employed for the purpose of sup 
pressing the African slave trade, should be, under 
a strict construction of this instrument, exclu 
sively directed to the prevention of the importa- 
tion or immigration of persons of the descripiion 
which, under the act of 1808, has been by law 
prohibited; and we should thus fulfill all of our 
constitutional obligations and all the obligations 
which this Government could have the power to 
contract with other nations. 

Sir, we have known, we have seen, it is mani- 
fest and patent to every member of this House, 
that the present Jaws, under the construction 
which has been put upon them by the Executive 
Departments of the Government, have produced, 
not the suppression of the slave trade, but, from 
some cause or other, there has been a manifest in- 
crease. Within the last two years, under theircon- 
struction—I think an erroneous one—but which 
this House by law ratified at its last session, the 
slave trade has increased, and there has been an 
expenditure of money to meet this branch of the 
public service far exceeding a reasonable, rational 
amount for any Government to appropriate for 
such a purpose. I doubt whether the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means can assert, 
of his own knowledge, that any other Govern- 
ment in Christendom is now taxed to the same 
amount for captured Africans, in compliance with 
their treaty obligations for che suppression of the 
slave trade. Their management of captured Af- 
ricans or barbarians is entirely different, as has 
been suggested by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Maynarp,| from the policy adopted by our 
own Government. 

Mr. REAGAN. Will the gentleman allow me 
to state a fact in that connection ? 

Mr. KUNKEL. Certainly. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have been informed, al- 
though I do not know the fact myself, that the 
British Government has proposed to the United 
State to take charge of our captured Africans, 
apprentice them in the British colonies, and re- 
lieve us of allexpense. I am informed that that 
is the fact. 

Mr. KUNKEL. Mr. Chairman, if the state- 
ment of my friend from Texas be correct, here is 
a feasible, a practical, a humane mode of reliev- 
ing this Government of the care of the Africans 
captured by our cruisers; here is an agent offer- 
ing to accept at our hands these barbarous Afri- 
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cans, and employ them, it is to be presumed, 
properly; thus carrying out the provisions evi- 
dently contemplated by any treaty stipulations,. 
which 1 am familiar with, between this Govern- 
ment and any foreign Power. Why should not 
England be the custodian of these captured Afri- 
cans, instead of the Republic of Liberia ? 
should not England do it, who has been so zealous 
in impressing, notonly her own people, butcertain 


Why | 


sections of our own country, with the necessity | 


of stirring up this agitating question of negro sla- 
very to the distraction and dno the destruction 
of our Government? She has been the principal 
missionary in all of this anti-slavery and negro- 
philanthropy agitation which is now disturbing 
the peace of the country. She proffers to the 
American Government to receive these captured 
Africans and take them under her own kind nur- 
ture. Why should we noteommitthem to hercare ? 


Gentlemen upon the other side of the House are, | 


perhaps, in the habit of hearing, if they them- 


selves do not utter, fulsome eulogies on the negro | 


philanthropy of Great Britain, chief among ten 
thousand, the one who has gloried most in her 
rabid abolitionism. Why not commit these Afri- 


cans to her care for nurture and for education? She | 
has paraded herself and made a boast of her ca- | 


pacity to efvilize and christianize and liberalize, 
though at the same time she tyrannizes over all 
the nations of the carth. She sets herself now 
on a pinnacle, proud, defiant, exalted, and claims 
that all the nations of the earth shall look unto 
her and take example from her teachings and her 


practice. Give her the keeping of these barba- | 
Here is a feasible, direct, and | 


rous Africans. 
economical mode of getting rid of them. 
not adopt it? 

But, 
I cannot help adverting to some of the remarks 
of my friend from New York, (Mr. Joun Cocn- 
nANE,] who addressed the committee in reference 


Why 


to some of his peculiar notionsof humanity. He | 


stated that perhaps the act of 1819 would admit 
of the construction that, inasmuch as our vessels 
and oflicers of the Government are authorized to 
receive these barbarous creatures, it may be im- 
plied by a fair construction and inference of law 
that it is the duty of the Government to provide 
for their maintenance and their education, and 
for the conservation of life; but while he based 
his construction upon the idea of humanity, he 


Mr. Chairman, while Iam upon my feet, | 


scouted the idea suggested by the gentleman from | 


Kentucky, [Mr. Burnert,] or some other gen- 
tleman, that these captured Africans should be 
treated asthe British Government treats those cap- 
tured by her own cruisers; that is, taken into the 


colonies among white people, whom he admitted | 


to be a superior race, and there held in apprentice- 
ship untii they work out a sufficient sum, not 
only for their own maintenance, but to defray the 


‘ 


expense of sending them back to their own coun- 


try. He seemed to think that there was no hu- | 


manity in such a policy as that. I think there is. 
I think it is a benefit and a blessing to an inferior 
race, even to a race of barbarians, to be brought 


in contact with a superior race. The idea ought, | 


therefore, not to be scouted. 


The example of | 


Great Britain can be cited to show that there is | 


some humanity in such a course, something that 
shall commend itself to our approbation, or at 
least to our deliberate consideration. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
set the gentleman right as to an error into which 
I think he has innocently fallen. 


I merely rise to | 


Idid not doubt | 


the humanity of such a procedure as that which | 


he suggests; but | deprecated its adoption in view 
of the more serious question which it would raise 


—namely, by incorporating pro tanto the colored | 


race with a superior race, the question would be 


presented what in future should become of that | 


inferior and degraded race ? 
I took. 
Mr. KUNKEL. 


That was the view 


They would be in the con- 


dition which I think the Almighty, our common | 
Creator, as well as the founders of this Govern- 


ment, wisely determined that they should be put 


in; and that is, in a condition of subordination to | 


the superior race, by a denial on the part of the 


constituted authorities of the country of their so- | 


cial or political equality. 1 think that the decis- 
ion of the founders of our Government, in determ- 
ining the condition of Africans, was wise, was 


proper, was based on experience of true govern- | 
mental policy; and has been, not an inhumanity, | 
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but a blessing to the inferior race. I know that 
in these latter days it is the habit of the advocates 
of Massachusetts humanitarianism to represent 
that all this system is wrong. They do not pre- 
tend to go to the Bible for instruction on this. 
subject. Some of its distinguished and honored 
advocates—men honored with prominent positions 
in both Houses of Congress—represent that the 
enlightened patriotism and humanity of Massa- 
chusetts exceeded the wisdom of the oS ge 
and apostles and martyrs, for the faith of Christ- 
endom, and that the time has come when we must 
throw off not only the Constitution of the coun- 
try but the ordinance of God himself. They set 
themselves up to be some of the great ones of the 
earth. ‘They profess not to be as other men— 
sinners by nature, sinners by practice, and need- 
ing repentance; but they authoritatively teach 


|| their doctrines as though having a commission to 


speak ex cathedra; and they have been, I regret 
to say, the prolific source of all the political, social, 
and religious evils now distracting our almost 
ruined country. Massachusetts, whose soil is so 
wo0r 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise to a 
point of order. This bill is a special order in 
committee, and the discussion must be confined 
to the merits of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. 

Mr. KUNKEL. Iam confining my remarks 
to the merits of the bill; and if I cannot bring it 
to the apprehension of my friend from Illinois, I 
am sure it is not my fault. If 1 am allowed to go 
on uninterruptedly—as I very rarely disturb the 
committee by intruding remarks of mine on their 
attention—I think I will convince even him that 
my remarks are pertinent and applicable to the 
merits of the bill, and to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Texas, which I am now 
discussing. I said that Massachusetts, whose 
soil is so poor, so sterile and stony, with the hard- 





The Chair sustains the 





The CHAIRMAN. The point of order hav- 
ing been raised, the Chair must say that he can- 
not see how the remarks of the gentleman can be 
pertinent to this bill. The discussion of Massa- 
chusetts philanthropy, and of the general subject 
of African slavery, can hardly come within the 
scope of a deficiency bill. . 

Mr. KUNKEL. I take pleasure, of course, in 
deferring to the opinion of the Chair; and will, 
therefore, suspend any further remarks about Mas- 
sachusetts. T should like, however, to conclude 
my sentence; because it would look awkward in 
the Globe, if Iam thus broken off in the midst of 
a sentence; and the readers of the Globe would 
not know how to account for it—whether it was 
from the want of connection in the speaker, or 
for some parliamentary reason. 

I was about, as I thought, to pay a tribute to 
our poor sister, Massachusetts. I thought it was 
always in order, in a body representing a confed- 
eracy of States, to speak of the confréres in terms 
of eulogy; but it has been objected to on the other 
side, and I have been called to order, and am not 
permitted to indulge my desire of paying a just 
tribute, whether of laudation or condemnation, 
because it might be taken by some, perhaps, to 
mean either. 

I was about to remark, Mr. Chairman, and I 
will bring what I have to say to a close, that it 
does appear to me that the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Texas deserves our delib- 
erate consideration. I assume, from the reading 
of the Constitution of our country, which we are | 
all bound to respect and support, that the duty of | 
the Government is nothing more or less than to 
restrain by law the immigration or importation of 
such persons as the act of 1808 prohibited from 
being introduced into the country. Here is the | 
written law by which we are to be governed. If | 
the act of 1819 be susceptible of the construction | 
that has been given to it by another branch of | 
the Government; and if, under that construction, | 
the slave trade, instead of being suppressed, is 





encouraged, { think it is our solemn duty so to || 


amend and construe that law as to Jop off an | 
expenditure which I defy any gentleman in the | 
House to show has authority in the Constitution. 
The question was taken on Mr. Reacan’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. SuHerman; and it was agreed to. 
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| Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
| do now rise, and report the bill to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 

| Sothe committee rose; and the Speaker hayiyo 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bococx reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had. had under consideration the Union generally 
and particularly House bill No. 866, to supp| , 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the year ¢ t 





ing June 30, 1861, and had directed him to reper 


| the same back to the House with sundry amend. 
ments. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I promised to give the gen. 
_tleman from Kentucky an opportunity to offer his 
amendment, if he desired to do so. 

Mr. BURNETT. The amendment which | 
| propose is to strike out $900,000, and insert 
| $450,000. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I now call the previous 
| question on the several amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
‘main question ordered. 

The first two amendments reported from the 
Committee ofthe Whole on the state of the Union 
were respectively agreed to. 

The question recurred on the third amendment 
fipertel from the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, as follows: 

To supply deficiencies in the fund heretofore appropri- 
ated to enable the President of the United States to carry 
into effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, and any 
subsequent acts now in force for the suppression of the 
| slave trade, $900,000. 

To which Mr. Burnett offered the following 
| amendment: 
Strike out $900,000, and insert in lieu thereof $450,000, 


‘The question being on Mr. Burnerr’s amend- 
ment to the amendment, 

Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 67, nays 100; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, William C. An- 
derson, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Bouligny, 
Branch, Brown, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clop- 
ton, Cobb, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, 
John G. Davis, De Jainette, Edmundson, English, Pior- 
ence, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, Jobn ‘I’. Har- 
ris, Hindman, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Landrum, 
James M. Leach, Leake, Maciay, Mallory, Maynard, Me- 
Clernand, McKenty, McQueen, McRae, Laban T’.. Moore, 
Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Noell, Peyton, Pryor, Pugh, 
Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Scott, Sickles, 
Simms, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Staliworth, 
Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Under- 
wood, Vance, and Wright—67. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, 
Alley, Ashley, Barret, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Briggs, Bul- 
finton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, 
Case, Horace F. Clark, Clark B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, 
Colfax, Covode, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, E:- 
gerton, Edwards, Eliot, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Foster, Fouke, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, flail, 
Haskin, Helmick, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, Ir- 
vine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Lar 
rabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, ees, Lovejoy, Charics 
| D. Martijn, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, 
| Montgomery, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Palmer, Pen- 
dieton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Rey- 
nolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Royce, Scranton, Sherman, 
Sp@ulding, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stout, Tap- 
pan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Val- 
landigham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Webster, Wells, 
and Wilson—100. 


So the amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. QUARLES stated that his colleague, Mr. 
NE son, was engaged on the special committce 
of thirty-three. so 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (not being within 
the bar when his name was called,) asked leave to 
vote. 

Mr. GROW. 1 object. I think it isa very bad 
| practice for gentlemen to be allowed to vote when 
they were not within the bar. I want my objec- 
tion to stand as an objection to all such cases. 

Mr. KUNKEL asked leave to vote. 

Mr. GROW. I wish my objection to standin 
| all such cases, without any respect of persons. | 
Mr. HILL said: | was absent on a matter of 








| 


| importance, and I ask permission to vote. 


he SPEAKER. Objection is made in all such 
| cases. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I move to 
| dispense with the reading of the names. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. , 
The os then recurred on the amendmen 
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= state of the Union; and being taken, the amend- Mr. SHERMAN. It is precisely the same | municating a report of the Superintendent of the ; 
ntwas adopted. | proposition, as l unde rstand it. : ‘ ; Coast Survey, showing the progress of that W ork 

“The bill, as amended, was then ordered to Mr. WASHBU RN E, of Illinois. Itis entirely || during the year ending November 1, 1860, with a 
ng be engrossed and read a third time; and being | different; but even if it was the same, these priv- | a map, prepared in obedience to an act of Con- ; 
‘wd engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. | ileged questions can be repeated as often as gen- |) gress, approved March 3, 1853. 
on Mr. BURNETT called for the yeas and nays | tlemen choose to present them. The resolution || Mr. PEARCE. 1 move that the communica- 
ly, on the passage of the bill. ii which I offered provided that when the two || tion, with the documents, be laid on the table, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. i ’ Houses adjourn to-morrow, they adjourn to meet | and that they be printed. 1 send to the Chaira 7 
id. The question was taken; and it was decided in || on the — day of January next. This resolution || resolution for the printing of extra numbers, r 
ort the affirmative—yeas 108, nays 60; as follows: | proposes that the House adjourn with the consent || which will, of course, go to the Committee on ; 
id- yEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, Allen, | of the Senate. It does not provide for the ad- |) Printing. . 

| 


Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Barret, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bou- 


journment of both Houses. 1] 
jigny, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, J 


. . : ° & 
|| ‘The resolution is as follows: oe 


5 
¥ ™ ~ I yi » | oh , . 

ns Datierfield, Carey, Carter, Cause, Horace F. Clark, Clark Mr. JOHN coc HRAN E. Do I unde rstand ;| Resolved, That there be printed, in addition to the usual 
his B. Cochrane, Jobn Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, that under this resolution the committee of thirty- number, six thousand two hundred copies of the report of 

James Craig, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, || three will have the right to sit during this recess? | the ses pom o ae Oast Survey for the yeer 1860 ; 

Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Pouke, || Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Certainly; || gre — ace Reso Seperee 2s peptes Si ibe Gas ot the Gen 
il oneh, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hall, Helmick, | - ! \ ? || ate, and five thousand for distribution by the said superin 
ert Hoard,’ Holman, William Howard, William A. Howard, that is the very reason why tne change has been || tendent ; that the same be printed and bound, with the charts 

irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Lar- || made. || and sketches, in quarto form, and that the printing of said 
us rabee, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Longneeker, Loomis, Love- || Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the demand for the || charts and sketches shall be done to the satisfaction of the 


soy, Maclay, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, McKean, 


previous question will be withdrawn. I think || Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 
ha : Ss y ew fawn. ink 
MeKenty, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Montgomery, 1 ' 

















is i rom EN ae ‘cones for || Lhe resolution, with the motion to print the 
he vonhead, Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendieton, | this is aresolution which we ought to discuss for DS cleaimomaliads aes adiiedial Gnitien Titaiteen 2 
perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, || & little time before we conclude to adopt it. | Deinthon oo . ' : 
the Joun H. Reynolds, Mico, Rises, Royce, aaeomge oets- | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It would not || 5° 
¥ ck, Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, William || be debs » if the previous sti ' e PETITIONS AND MEMORIAL. 
ae wick, #MStout, Thayer, Théaker, Tompkine, Trin, Val- || a atable if the previous question had notbeen || : _ 
iandigham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Walton, || SUCG- - ‘ ‘ || Mr. BINGHAM presented the petition of John 
ent Cadwalader C. Washburn, pow Wesiharee, Israel || . Mr. eee I wish simply to say that I || S. Livermore, an invalid pensioner, praying that 
1e Washburn, Webster, Wells, an ilson—108. | have so far voted against all these motions to »>mav be paid fr > »hi sability oc- 
the NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, William C. An- || adjourn over for an ‘lensth of time: but I have - ae * ON erred = C, ability oc 
derson, Avery, Barksdale, Bonham, Boteler, Branch, || be cat y 5 ‘ “9 . curred; Which was referred to the Commitee on 
pri- frown, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clemens, Clopton, Cobb, ecome satisfied that the best thing we can dois to || Pensions. 
ary Cox, Garvan Cenigy, Coeweee, Very, cna S. Daven Rew adjourn over a sufficient time to allow gentlemen || Mr. CRITTENDEN. I present the petition 
mu bon ne een See eae, te | to go home and consult their constituents upon || of William R. Combs, praying a pension on ac- 
he yartrell, G ; an, . ris, ’ P > rre »mercvency whic 10 re yeached i Oe tensile een a cake ae 
man, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, Kunkel, Landrum, James = oie ¢ fthecos y ee mi have — d in count of his services during the revolutionary wat 
ing M. Leach, Leake, Mallory, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, e allairs ofthe country. hecommittee of thirty- || and thatof 1812. He isan old soldier, and | ree- 
. ere eee ae a “ae ag ae a be re . remain in session. I || ommend his petition to the particular attention of 
Peyton, Pryor, Pugh, res, Keagan, Simms, William || think the time fixed in the resolution is toolong; | 2 C ittee ensi ; ve 
00, Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stephenson, || bust trolive: i aie hi dt lic ot. ame | the Committee on Pensions, to whom | move its ; 
James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, || DUt Delleving the House had better adjourn over |) reference. 
nd- Woodson, and Wright—60. for the purpose I have stated, I shall vote for the | It was so referred. — ak 
So the bill was passed. resolution as it stands. é‘ \ Mr. KING. I desire to presenta petition from 
ys During the call of the roll , Mr. mpy ne I have an amendment which I || the owners of certain steamship lines of the coun- 
5 ’ | i . ; . . : . 
ay | desire to offer to the resolution. || try, in which they allege that there is now before 
din Mr. COX stated that he was opposed to the first The S —_ ; : ai Tas bes endinee 1 cab tenniation a tale teenie a . ae 
item of the bill, and should therefore vote ‘‘no.”’ || ty SPEAKER. No amendment is in order the Senate a bill entitled “* An act further to pro- 
. Mr. EDWARDS stated that, if he had been ) rhe ume. asc aun ine U vide for the safety of passengers in vessels pre- 
An- =r : : : 1€ previous question was seconded, a 2 1] pelle shole or i : 7 ste > which ha 
muy, within the bar when his name was called, he _wé previous question was seconded, and the || pelled in whole or in part by steam,” which has 
lop- should have voted:in the affirmative main question ordered to be put. been read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
rry " LIE : : . Mr. KILGORE ealled for the y ays || C “rece. The petitioners as > Senate thi 
ary, Mr. SHERMAN then moved to reconsider the || |i. eee PT = tA Pe yeas and nays | rena 1 he pe eee ms pals iP se a = at 
Har- vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved The a andl nave Were. codaid he a "Thete : "do y gt 4 “ bees: 
um, to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. Ti y ee ay ak , di . decided | VW committee e lave no doub 1a xe commit- 
Mc- The latter motion was agreed to. | 1€ question was ta en; and it was decided 1n tee, withoutany action or order of the Senate, will 
vore, : | the negative—yeas 82, nays 92; as follows: | give these gentlemen, who havea large interest in 
e CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Thomas L. An- || the business and in the bill, ahearing. Llask that 
aon Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways comes srenene ¥- Aptersom, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, || their petition be referred to the Committee on 
= and Means, reported a bill making appropriations |/ Harel Rovark buer,eulghy, Branch ree Brows | Commerce 
for sundry civil expenses of the Government for || pore’ nen stones eaeeiede kamnen. Sel ~ || Jt was so referred. 
i ; 9 James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawtord, Curry, John G. . r 7 
But. the year ending the 30th June, 1862; which was || Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Duell, Edgerton, Ed- || Mr. KING. [ also present the memorial of 
a read a first and second time, referred to the Com- || manmet, Enilich, Fieedecd, zune, ee, See '| Mrs. J. A. Constant, for herself and others, heirs 
eo mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, tees nies hasbeen, Reabins jim | selena, || of John Sinclair, deceased, praying indemnity for 
ee and ordered to be printed. Larrabee, Leake, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mallory, Elbert || Spoliations committed by the French prior to the 
tail’ ADJOURNMENT OVER THE IIOLIDAYS. S. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, Laban ‘T. Moore, Syd year 1800. That bill is before the Senate, and I 
‘ r : enham Moore, Niblack, Peyton, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, | , ‘ >mMe j » lal > ts ow 
1 Ir Mr. FLORENCE offered the following reso- Quaries, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, ak ao — re en a see eS 
aati lution: Seranton, Sedgwick, William Smith, William N. H. || the other papers. i ' 11 
a Resolved, (with the consent of the Senate,) That when || Smith, Stallworth, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, || |The memorial was ordered to lie on the table. 
Fae this House adj s to- i j 2@ » |) Stra 7 as, Underw a ader C. Was sii 3 . > 
ae thi fou é adjourns to-morrow, it adjourn to meet on the ‘tratton, Thoma Underwood ( adwalade rC.Wa bburn |. PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
Rey. ith day of January, 1861. Ellihu B.Washburne, Webster, Whiteley, and Wright—®2. || 
man, Mr. KILGORE. I object to that resolution. ccitien ucla, ticebaees bia, dinien Roeneonteetbnnes’ | On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 
Ling Che SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is a Burlingame, Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, | Ordered, That the petition of William R. Combs, praying 
Fal privileged question. | Case, Clemens, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, \| poe oo iconentemolad een eee a — 
LON, . r ‘ . : . ‘urtis. Dawe: ‘lano, Edwards. Eli ‘arnsworth, Fen- || While 1¢ y service o > ed States, on the 
— Ra hich will obei rae aifieatty atta o || an bane Frank. French, Gilman Gaze, Grow, Garey | files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
ri Y , . > » sforroa ; : ; e . s\F ah, So 7“ 5 yo | “ 
: dui ere a = Agen . “1 ; oney  Virei «0 Il Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Holman,Wiiliam How- || 5!0?S- 
dis- (M: “aceaale tha ot pe? aout irgimla, | ard, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Kunkel, | BILL RECOMMITTED. 
Mr. BOCOCK. have offered it for the purpose || DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, | Ke aa 
of allowing gentlemen to express their opinions || Loomis, Charles D. Martin, McKean, MeKenty, Me- |) Mr. FITZPATRIC K. | ask the Venati 60 
Mr upon adjourning over the holidays. I demand the || Knight, MePherson, McQueen, Millward, Montgomery, || take up bill S. No. 414, for the relief of Keziah 
Mr. revio ; io | ki Edward Joy Morris, Nixon, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Por- || Pritchett, formerly widow of David Moore. ‘The 
ittee previous question upon its adoption. ter, Pottle, Rice, Royce, Sherman, Sickles, Simms, Spauld- || object is to recommit it to the committee. I un- 
Mr. KILGORE. We have already voted upon |} ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stokes, Thayer, Theaker,Tompkins, ||) 7° oe : sn tae bal 
‘thin this question once to day; and now, for the pur- || Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Vandever, Verree, Wade, || derstand there are some errors in the bill, and the 
aoe, pose of terminating the matter, I move to indef- || !dron, Walton, Wells, Wilson, and Winslow—92. -committee desire to have charge of it. 
=e initely = ces So the resolution was rejected | ‘Phe motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 
ely postpone the resolution. oo oan we ; | and the bill > d to the C € 
Mr. BURNETT. I} r hay Bef tila in sail } and the bill was recommitted to the Committee on 
y bad ir, L . rope not. et us havea efore the vote was announced, — | Pensions 
when &quare vote upon the resolution by yeas and nays. Mr. RIGGS stated that he had paired off with || : cea uinues a teelintemon 
bjec- Mr. FLORENCE. The motion is not in order, || Mr. Wixstow. ; | REPORTS , rie: ITTEE. a 
.. I apprehend, while my call for the previous ques- Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote |, Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Military 
tion is pending. My only object is to give gen- || by which the resolution was rejected. || Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the bill 
ndin tlemen an opportunity to vote squarely upon the || And then, on motion of Mr. BURNETT, (at || (S. No. 520) to furnish arms and accouterments 
ns. Proposition. I understand that members voted || four o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. || to a volunteer company in Lexington, Kentucky, 
er of against the resolution of the gentleman from IIli- | latent esadeaoodies || reported it without amendment, with a recom- 
nois (Mr. Wasusurne] this morning, because it IN SENATE || mendation that it do pass; and submitted a report 
‘such would not allow the committee of thirty-three to | . ty . || on the subject, which was ordered to be printed. 
sitduring the recess. My resolution is not liable Tuurspay, December 20, 1860. || He also, from the same committee, to whom 
oe : to be objection. , || Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurey. || Was referred the memorial of Lieutenant George 
Mr. SHERMAN, Irise toa question of order. || The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. L. Hartsuff, of the United States Army, praying 
submit that this question having already been || oo a, i to be reimbursed for the loss of public property 
ed. voted on to-day, the resolution is not in order. || COAST SURVEY REPORT. || while in his charge, by the wreck of the steamer 
ment Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This is an | The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- |; Lady Elgin, on Lake Michigan, submitted a re- 
mm the cnurely different proposition. | ate a letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, com- || port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 523) for the 
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relief of Lieutenant George L. Hartsuff, United 
States Army. The bill was read, and passed to 
a second reading; and the report was ordered to 
be print d. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, | 


to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 338) 
to provide for the payment of outstanding Treas- 


ury notes, to authorize a loan, ¢o regulate ‘and fix | 


| 
} 
j 
| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
| 
} 


| will not be taken up this morning. 


|| 


| 
} 


the duties on imports, and for other purposes, | 


have directed me to report it back with a recom- | 


mendation that it be postponed until the 4th of 
March next. I do not propose to take up for 
action the report now, but ask that it lie on the 
table for the present. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It will go upon the 
Calendar. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the Heuse of Representatives, 


by Mr. Fonrwey, its Clerk, announced that the | 


House had passed a bill (No. 866) to supply de- 
ficiencies in tho appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861, in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 


The message further announced that the House | 


had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 518) for the 
relicf of William A. Linn’s estate. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed an enrolled bill (H.R. No. 861) making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and 
other pensions of the United States, for the year 
ending June 30, 1862; which thereupon received 
the sienature of the Vice President. 

IIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (No. 866) to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1861, was, on motion of Mr. 
Ilunrer, read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

FORTS IN CHARLESTON HARBOR. 


Mr. CLARK. If there are no further petitions 
er reports, Lask the Senate now to take up the 


resolution of inquiry which I submitted the other 


day in regard to Forts Moultrie and Sumter. 

Mr. PUGH. IL hope that resolution will not 
be adopted. Ido not wish to go into the debate 
at present. I shall speak more or less to it to- 
day if I get the floor, as Lexpecttodo. I hope 
ihe Senator will not press it. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire that it should be acted 
on. Ido not desire that it should bé debated; 


but I ask permission to take the vote of the Sen- | 


ate on the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) Is the Senate ready for the ques- 
tion? 

Mr. LANE. On the morning after the resolu- 
tion was submitted by the Senator from New 
Hampshire, | offered a preamble and resolutions, 


* and gave notice that when the resolution of the 
Senator should come up for consideration, I would | 


offer mine as an amendment to or substitute for 
his. The Senator from Illinois, who is not now 
in his seat, (Mr. Dovetas,] moved that the reso- 
Jutions should be referred to the special commit- 
tee of thirteen, and I supposed that his motion 
embraced the resolution of the Senator from New 


Hampshire as well as my resolutions; but it ap- | 


pears that was not the case. My resolutions 
were referred and nothis. Now, sir, asa portion 
of the resolutions that | introduced are perhaps 
of such a nature that they could not properly be 
offered as an amendment to or substitute for this 
proposition, I will simply move to amend the 








commerce 


Sepator’s resolution by striking out all after the | 
word ** resolved,’’ and inserting the last two res- | 


olutions of the set that [ introduced; and I do | 
this, Mr. President, because I fecl it my duty. I | 


do it because I believe the peace of the country | 


makes it necessar 
now propose should be adopted in place of the 


one offered by the Senator from New Hampshire; | 


and for the reason 


The PRESIDING QFFICER. The Chair 





that the two resolutions I | 


would suggest to the Senator from Oregon that | 


the question now js on taking up the resolution 
of the Senator from New Hampshire. Itis moved 
and seconded that it be taken up. 

Mr. LANE. 


any objection to taking it up. 


Mr. KENNEDY. I hope that the resolution || peace of the covatry. 


of the honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
I agreed to 


abroad in the community, which tend more 


postpone a special order yesterday, until one | 
o’clock to day, which-is a matter of very great | 


importance. I should be extremely sorry to be 


obliged to postpone it again to-day; and I hardly | 
suppose that we can get through with the discus- 


sion upon this resolution by one o’clock. If we 
can, I have no objection to its being taken up 
now; but otherwise I should be extremely sorry 
that it should displace the special order. 

Mr. CLARK. I donotsuppose it will interrupt 
any special order of the gentleman from Mary- 
land. Ido not suppose it will occupy much time 
in its discussion; and it seems to me the Senate 
might as well take it up now as any time. It 
certainly is not so pressed with business in the 
morning hour at this time, that it cannot consider 
this resolutiOn during that hour, or a portion of 
it. f hope the Senate will take it up now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It scems to me the char- 


acter of this resolution must be misapprehended, 


| jection to taking it up. 
quiry, asking for information from the President. | 








I did not know that there was 


| us, to know what the condition of these forti 


or the Senator from Maryland would have no ob- 
It is a resolution of in- 


I cannot conceive that any one should wish to 
discuss it. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I have no objection to the 
resolution itself; I am only afraid it will lead to 
a long debate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I cannot conceive why 
there should be a debate upon it, or why the Sen- 
ator from Oregon, if he has looked et the resolu- 
tion, should propose toamend it. It merely asks 
for information, not for any action. Probably it 
would be as desirable to that Senatoras to any of 

aad 
tions may be, and what the President may have 
done in regard to them. This resolution is not 
one proposing action; it is one of that class of res- 
olutions that have always been permitted to pass 


in this body without controversy, unless there was | 


something objectionable in the call. If there is 


in this case, of course it oughtto be modified. If | 


there is anything improper in the information 
asked for, that would be an objection to it. lam 
not aware that such is the case, or that there is 
any objection to the subject-matter of the resolu- 
tion atall. Then it seems to me there can be no 
possible objection to taking itup and passing upon 
it without consuming time. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no idea, if this reso- 
lution is taken up, that it can be passed without 
consuming time. It relates toa most important 
and delicate matter, involving nothing less, I fear, 
than the fate of this country. [should very much 
regret to see this resolution pass. Of course I 
shall not undertake to debate it until it comes up; 
but if it does come up, itis not to be expected 
that the resolution will pass through without 
some debate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope that those Sena- 
tors who are anxious that peace should be re- 
stored to a distracted country and the Union of 
these States preserved will not agree to take up 
this resolution now, and that they will not agree 
to consider this resolution or the resolutions which 
have been offered by the Senator from Oregon, 
at any period of the present session—at least not 
now. No possible good can result from their 
consideration. They can only lead to excite- 
ment; they can only tend to increase the excite- 
ment which now unfortunately prevails. I there- 
fore think that, if we desire peace, if we desire 


harmony, if we desire to continue together as | 


members of the same great family of States, these 
exciting resolutions should not be imtroduced 
here to mar what little of harmony is left, and to 
destroy what little of peace is left. 
Mr.CLARK. Mr. President, this is simply a 
question of taking up my resolution. I may be 
permitted to say that I did not introduce this res- 
olution for the purpose of exciting any angry 
debate, or for the purpose of marring the peace 
or happiness of the country, or endangering its 
perpetuity. If, when this resolution shall be 
taken up, there shall be found anything in it 
which endangers the peace of the country, no 
Senator will be more ready than I will be to sup- 
press such an inquiry or to suppress such a por- 
tion of the resolution. Ido not agree with the 
Senator from Delaware, when he says this reso- 
lution is calculated to irritate or endanger the 
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| should be acted upon before we adjourn. 





December 20, 





There are various rumors 
. . ih 
my judgment, to endanger the peace and exe; 
apprehension and anxiety, than anything there js 
in this resolution. It is better to know the truth 
than to listen constantly to suspicion. It ig bo:. 
ter, perhaps, to know where we are than to hyp i 
doubt. If there is anything in this resolutic, 
incompatible with the public service, ortwhic), 
may endanger the peace of the country, let any 
gentleman, when it shall be up, move to strike }; 
out, and no man will be more ready to do it thay 
I will. I make the motion now to take up this 
resolution, because the Senate does not seem ty 
be pressed with business. The Senate May ad- 
journ over, and it is desirable that this resolution 
“ . 1 hope 
the Senate will proceed to take it up and conside; 
it this morning. 

Mr. LANE. Mr. President, it may be ex. 
pected that I should explain the object 1 haye jy 
view in offering an amendment to this resolution 

Mr. CLARK. Is that in order? 

Mr. LANE. I believe it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fostex.) 
The Chair is of opinion that, under the ruling of 
the Presiding Officer of the body, debate oy 9 
motion to take up or pornes a subject, except 
simply to state general reasons in regard to it, is 
not in order. Within that rule, the Chair undey- 
stands debate to be in order; but it is not proper 
to debate the merits of the question. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand that the Sep- 
ator from Oregon proposes amendments to this 
resolution. Can they be entertained until the 
resolution is taken up? 1 make the inquiry asa 
question of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. They cannot, 

Mr. LANE. Ido not desire to go into the 
amendments. I only propose to reply to the re- 
marks of the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Trom- 
BULL,] who scemed to appeal to me to favor the 
taking up of the resolution, or rather expresseil 
surprise that I should object to its coming up. 
Now, sir, ordinarily, resolutions of inquiry ought 
to pass without objection. It has been the cus- 
tom of the Seontazt believe, to pass such resolu- 
tions without interposing delay or objection. But, 
sir, as the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Savtis- 
BURY] very properly remarked, this resolution 
relates to matters that will surely produce excite- 
ment in the country, that will give rise te much 
concern and uneasiness, and it is not calculated 
to restore peace and good feeling and harmony in 
the country. My object, above all things, is to 
see peace prevail, and, if possible, to restore good 
feciing among the people of the entire country. 

This resolution has for its object—at least it 
looks in that direction—the strengthening of cer- 
tain fortifications. That may excite the public 
mind, when it ought to be soothed; and I think it 
ought not to be taken up and considered this ses- 
sion. Let us leave things as they are. | am for 
peace; 1 want to see peace in the country. [am 
opposed to anything that would be likely to getup 
trouble, or unnecessary uneasiness and anxiety. 

These are the reasons that I have for opposing 
the taking up of the resolution, and they were the 
reasons that induced me to draw the amendment 
that I shall propose if the resolution comes up; 
but I think it better that it shall not be taken up. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, | desire to 
say a single word only in regard to taking up this 
resolution, in reply to both the Senator from Del- 
aware and the Senator from Oregon. It is a res- 
olution that requests information from the Presi- 
dent, if compatible with the public interest. Of 
course, he will communicate nothing except |! 
his discretion. The resolution, as I understand, 
is so framed as to ask for information, if in his 
opinion it is not incompatible with the public ser- 
vice. Such resolutions have always been per 
mitted to pass this body. This resolution relates 
to matters about which we are not informed; and 
it seems to me that all of us, on all sides of the 
Chamber, be the question ever so delicate, should 
have information in regard to it. If it is of (at 
serious character which Senators on the othe 
side tell us it is, we certainly do not want to a 
in the dark; and how this can be regarded as ° 
war measure, or how the sensibilities of the Se) 
ator from Delaware can have become alarmed, 
cannot conceive, when it is to obtain informatio! 
as to what the Executive is doing, and only sucli 
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information as the Executive may think proper 
., communicate in his discretion. _ 
~ Mr. HUNTER. I hope, sir, this resolution | 
will not be taken up. Do we not all see that it | 

npot be compatible with the public interest to | 
voyeat all the orders which the President may 
nave issued, and the correspondence which may 
have taken place between him and these officers? 
De we not know that the effect of the debate, 
which will take place when it comes up, will be 
such as to irritate public feeling, and, perhaps, to 
encourage and bring on a collision between the 
State and the Federal authorities, which will end 
no man can say where? 

Now, sir, | think it would at least be prudent, 
if there be any hope that anything can come of 
this committee of thirteen, that there can be any- 
thing of compromise or of concession, to postpone 
ail such irritating debate until there has been some 
action by that committee. Do gentlemen expect 
to bring this question up, involving directly the 
auestion of coercion, in which fifteen States of 
this Union feel a deep interest, and pass it through 
without debate, and an exciting debate? Why, 
Mr. President, I am amazed at gentlemen. I do 
hope they will postpone the consideration of these 
exciting subjects until we see whether anything 
ean be done or not. When it shall become their 
purpose, if such be their purpose, to introduce 
any measure looking to force, then it will be time 
enouch to be offering such inquiries as this; but 
until then I hope their consideration will be post- 

one d. 

; Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I certainly should 
never have offered this resolution, because I have 
all the information that is called for; not that I 
have derived it either from the President, or any 
member of his Cabinet, but I have derived it from 
sources equally open to the honorable Senator 
who moved the resolution, and to the honorable 
Senator from Hlinois. The information is pub- 
lished. We all know, inofficially, that no troops 
have been ordered to these forts; and we know 
the number of troops thatare there, from general | 
public information. When we receive a reply 
from the President according to the facts, if the 
President should think it compatible with the pub- 
lic interest to communicate them, I presume the 
object of the mover is, by some reosbetian of the 
two Houses, to require that troops shall be sent 
‘tere. LT suppose that is the object. We cannot 
want the information, for, as I have said, we have 
the information from sources beyond doubt, al- 
though they are inofficial. 

| agree entirely with my colleague that, at pre- 
sent, the only effect of making the call, and the 
only effect of a vote of the Senate for the call, will 
be to inflame the public mind, North as well as 
South; and I submit that, unless it be the object 
of the mover, (which I certainly do not ascribe,) 
by any indirect action of this sort, to bring about 
hostile collision between different sections of the 
country, he ought not to press the resolution; 
but, if that be the object of the mover, (which I 
certainly do not impute to him,) I would respect- 
fully submit, that we know that in a very few 
days we shall have events presented to the con- 
sideration of Congress, in the disposition of which 
in the pleasure of that Senator, or any others who 
think with him, this subject will come directly 
and practically before Congress. Now, ‘ sufli- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof.”’ 

If it should be determined by this Congress 
‘hat war shall be declared and the public force 
used to compel one or more of these States to con- 
nue in a Confederacy which they have repudi- 
ated, it would be more respectful, more dignified, 
that it should come from gentlemen entertaining 
those > ina practical form. Ihave never 
doubted the perfect and indefeasible right of one 
of the States of this Union to determine for her- 
self whether her honor and her safety will admit 
of her longer continuing in this Confederacy. I 
could not doubt it unless I denied to the States of 
the Confederacy sovereignty, perfect sovereignty. 
Nor do I see how, asa question of public law, any 
doubt can be entertained on that question, unless 








ibe by those who consider these States as an || 


ia ° ; ° | 
integral part of a consolidated empire, having no 


sovereignty. Nor do I understand how such a | 
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ernment created by the Constitution, and no sov- 





| ereignty in the States who created it, then the 








| ment, 


proposition would follow, but not until then, that 
the people of the States constituted an integral 
part of a common empire. 

I do not mean, however, to go into that argu- 


question will be presented in a direct and practi- 


None of us entertain a doubt that that | 


cal form, to be disposed of during the present ses- | 


sion of Congress; and until that time arrives, I 
would submit to honorable Senators that the only 
effect of pressing such resolutions as this to a vote 
will but increase and inflame bitterness, anger, 
and resentment. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I very much 
regret that the Senators from Virginia have so much 
misunderstood my object. I can only say to them 
that if angry debate arises it will be on that side; 
I trust not on this. I do not know the informa- 
tion the honorable Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Mason] may have; I have no doubt that he has 
more than I have; but I will say to him that my 
object, one object certainly, in presenting this res- 
olution, was to get the information for which it 
asks. He may be aware precisely of what num- 
ber of men are in these forts. Iam not. Ihave 
been told, I have seen it stated in the papers, that 


in one of them there are ninety men. I have been | 


again told that in that same fort there are but forty 
men. I have also seen it stated this morning that 
there are sixty-five men there, and five or six 
musicians. But this resolution does not end sim- 

ly with asking the number of men. It asks the 
Piceident to state the force, and then also to state 
whether, in his opinion, that force is sufficient to 
protect those forts. 


Now, it may turn out, as has been rumored | 


in the papers and elsewhere, that there is some 
understanding between the President and the 
authorities of South Carolina that these forts shall 
not be molested. If so, he can say it, and say 
that the men are sufficient to protect the forts. 
There are also rumors that various steps have 
been taken to put these forts in a condition of de- 
fense; that various works have been thrown up; 
that works also, on the other side of the harbor, 
have been thrown up by the authorities of South 
Carolina. Ido not know how that is; I desire to 
be informed. The President can inform us. He 
can inform us in such way as he may deem for 
the interest of the public; or he may withhold that 
information; but | promise the Senators on the 
other side that, if they will not commence an angry 
debate, none shall be commenced on this side, and 
the whole matter may go to the President, to be 
acted on in his discretion. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow mea 
moment? The resentment, the anger, and the 
bitterness to which I referred, are not to be in- 
dulged in debate here, but spread among the peo- 
ple of the two sections. That is what | meant. 

Mr. CLARK. I do not see how that can be. 
We certainly have the right, and it may be our 
duty, to inquire as to the situation of public af- 
fairs. It may be the right and duty of the Pres- 
ident to communicate that information if, in his 


judgment, the public interest requires it, or if it | 
Ido 


not propose to discuss the abstract question of || 


is not incompatible with the public service. 


the right of a State to secede. That is not ger- 
mane, it seems to me, to this resolution; but no 
one will deny that the Government has a right 
to manage these forts, and put such a number of 
men into them as are necessary for the public 
service. I desire to know whether the President 
has so done, and whether he thinks these forts 


are so protected. Can it be any damage to the | 
country to.-know that its public property is suf- | 


ficiently guarded and taken care of? And I will 


say to the Senators from Virginia that I have had | 


no step in my mind, further than that. [I had io 
intent or desire to move a joint resolution such 
as they suggest. 
be **the evil thereof,’ if evil must come, when 


‘* Sufficient unto the day” will | 


| the consideration of its merits. 
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be kept in a state of agitation all the time. Let 
us know the truth and certainty of the matter; 
and then the public mind will be quieted. Itisa 
measure of peace, instead of one of war or irri- 
tation. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, it is very diffi- 
cult, in discussing the question as to the propriety 
of taking up a resolution, to avoid to some extent 
I think we have 
wandered somewhat from the question before the 
Senate—that is, the propriety of adopting the res- 
olution of inquiry presented by the Senator from 
New Hampahive, Mr. Crark.} 

Is it proper that we should call on the President 


| to communicate the orders he has given and the 


correspondence he has had in relation to a fort, 
and especially when the circumstances of that 


| fort are surrounded by such extremely delicate 


relations as belong to this? If it is improper that 


'we should make such an inquiry, there is no 


propriety in taking up the resolution. I propose, 
then, to show'that it is improper that we should 
make the inquiry. 

It will be remembered that, under the Confed- 
eration, in the infancy of our Government, Con- 
gress had the control of the Army. A large portion 
of the embarrassments which surrounded military 


| Operations, during the war of the Revolution, 


|, naturally result in 





grew out of that fact; and, taught by experience, 
when our fathers formed a new Government, they 
transferred the control of the Army and Navy to 
the President. But here, while the President is 
conducting the affairs of a garrison, it is proposed 
to institute an inquiry to learn what correspond- 
ence he has had; what orders he has given; what 
force there is at the place; and thus to make pub- 
lic the very facts which, above all others, the 
commander of the Army and Navy should have 
the power to keep secret. If it were an ordinary 
case, we might allow it to pass, and leave the Pres- 
ident to exercise his discretion as to his answer. 
But it is an extraordinary case. We know, as 
the Senator from Virginia has said, that it must 
inflame the public mind to agitate the question. 
If the President is derelict in his duty in any re- 
spect, he is amenable; butitisin the other House, 
not in this, he should be arraigned. If the Pres- 
ident is supposed to be performing his duty in the 
manner which best conduces to the peace of the 
country, we should but embarrass him in his op- 
erations by interjecting such an inquiry as is 
proposed. 

Whatever the garrison may be—and I believe 
the whole country has full opportunity to know 
what it is—the factis well known that the President 
has not the power to increase it; that he could 
not send a company there without the fact being 
known before the company arrived. This would 
certainly precipitate action, as it would convey a 
threat, attended by preparation to execate it, and 

Griaglé about the very col- 
lision which every man who loves the peace of 
his country is now endeavoring to avert. If the 
object be to remove the garrison, that is a ques- 
tion the decision of which I think preperly rests 
with the Executive, and of which he is a better 
judge than we can be, even if he should present 


| tous the full record of his correspondence and his 


orders. If, moreover, he has given such orders 


| to the commander of that garrison as, being pub- 


we know what the condition of these forts is. I || 


only desire to be informed, and then mark out 
my course of action, and not mark it out before 
I am informed; and how can I be informed, and 


| how can the Senate be informed, unless we have 


| 
} 


hsiuon can be maintained, unless it be by those || 
who consider that there is a sovereignty in this | 


overnment—the Government created by the Con- | 


this information in an official way? I do not 
choose to pay strict attention to these reports, or 
to rely upon them. In our legislation we ought 
to have something more definite. 


| purposes at least, to control the States. 


lished, would become the subject ofanimad version, 
perhaps of misconstruction, our inquiry might 
result in an irreparable injury to the public peace 
and future hope of those who look forward to an 
amicable solution of existing difficulties. 

In every view of the case which presents itself 
to my mind, it is utterly improper that we should, 
under the existing circumstances of the case, in- 
stitute such an inquiry as this. It seems to me 
that gentlemen who have argued on the other side 
throughout the whole of this debate—I do not 
mean this morning alone—have constantly pro- 
ceeded on the supposition that the States belong 
to the General Government, and that the Army is 
held by the General Government, as one of its 
Surely 


|} such was not theintention of those who framed the 


If we listened | 
*utation. If there be a sovercignty in the Gov- to the thousand rumors that are afloat, we shou 


Government. When the States divested them- 


| selves ofthe power to maintainanarmy andanavy, 


and gave it to the General Government, it was 


| that they might be concentrated for the purpose 
| of common defense; and if a case were to arise in 


which the Federal troops were to be employed 


id || against a State, it would be a case of such palpa- 
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ble violation of the spirit of the Constitution, and 
the purpose of its grants, as would not only jus- 
tify that State, in repelling such aggression, to 
resort to any remedy within its power, but would 
claim for its measures ofresistance the coéperation 
of all true supporters of the Constitution. 

In the formation of the Constitution it was not 
overlooked that a State might require to exercise 
the military power which had been delegated to 
the Federal Government. It was in direct con- 
templation that it might be resumed; and therefore 
we find in the tenth section of the first article of 
the Constitution, in the second and third clauses, 
provision made for exactly such a case as would 
arise where the danger of a State could not be sat- | 
isfactorily provided for by the General Govern- 
ment. Senators here this morning spoke of this 
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because the garrison is too weak. Who hears 


of any danger of the seizure of forts where there 
is no garrison? There stand Forts Pulaski and 
Jackson, at the mouth of the Savannah river. 
Who hears of any apprehension lest Georgia 
should seize them? There are Castle Pinckney 
and Fort Sumter, in Charleston harbor. Who 
hears of any danger of seizure there? The whole 
danger, then, Mr. President, (and it stands palpa- 
bly on the face of the transaction,) arises from the 
presence of the United States troops. Is the rem- 
edy, then, to increase the garrison? It is imprac- 
ticable to do it, if that were the remedy; and if it 


| were practicable, I hold it would only increase 


case as if the garrison of Fort Moultrie was in |! 


hostile attitude to the city of Charleston; if so, it 


Army is maintained, for defense; who will or can 
reverse the purpose? The States, when forming 
a more perfect Union, agreed that they would not, 
‘* without the consent of Congress,” ** keep troops | 
or ships of war in time of peace.’’ What did that 
mean? Did it mean to divest the States entirely 
of military power? Did it mean to say that the 
States should never exercise any military func- 
tions? If so, why did this clause of the Const- 
tution contain the words, ‘‘ without the consent 
of Congress?’’ Is not the conclusion irresistible 
that it was foreseen that it might be necessary and | 
proper for a State to resume this power, and for | 
Coi .ress to give its consent to that change of | 
re’. aon? 
If there is anything more remarkable than all | 
others in this instrument, it is the exactness, the 
accuracy, and the appropriateness of every ex- 
pression which the Constitution contains. They | 
meant toexpress something distinct in every sen- | 
tence which was incorporated into the solemn | 
compact, by which sovereign functions were to 
be delegated to the General Government of the | 
States. These men, fresh from the struggles 
which they had made as independent States, when | 


the danger. It would only be multiplying the 
chances of collision. 

[ think, altogether, it is much better we should 
notmake the inquiry; but leave the Army, without 


| our intervention, to be commanded by the Pres- 
should be removed; the site was given, as the || 


ident, as provided in the Constitution; and, when 


| events have transpired, if then we choose to know 
| what the Executive has done, not to embarrass 


they inserted a clause like this, certainly looked || 


to its exercise; and if a case should arise, or has | 
arisen, in which a State looks upon the Federal 
Government as its enemy, when the troopsof the 
United States are viewed as hostile forces, and 
dread is felt lest the power of the United States 
should be used to subvert the liberties of the State, 
the time has come when Congress should with- 
draw its forces, and consent that the State should 
keep troops and ships of war in time of peace, and 
if need be, enter into an agreement or compact 
with other States, all of which they may, with the 
consent of Congress, do under the Constitution; 
and ‘if actually invaded, or in such imminent 
danger as will not admit of delay,’’ a State may, 
without the consent of Congress, engage in war; 
this being a reserved right, and the State the sole | 
judge of the facts which justify its exercise. 

There is a passage in the second clause of this 
tenth section which seems to look to another con- | 
dition of things. The States having delegated 
the power to maintain an army and navy, and | 
divested themselves of the right to maintain ships 
of war and troops in time of peace, also provided | 
that *‘ no State shai!, without the consent of Con- 
gress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or 
exports, except whet may be absolutely neces- | 
sury for executing its inspection laws.”’ This, | 
taken in connection wiih the other prohibition, 
suggests a condition of things in which Congress | 
might give its assent to a State to lay duties upon | 
imports and exports, in order that it might provide 
the revenue to maintain the exercise of that power 
contained in the third clause; which is, with the 
consent of Congress, to keep troops and ships-of- 
war in times of peace. It seems to be a provision 
exactly adapted, if not intended, to give security 
to a State when distrustful of the General Gov- 
ernment, and to provide the means of defense 
within the Union, which, as a separate State out 
of the Union, she would possess to repel by force 
the invasion of her rights and the disturbance of 
her domestic tranquillity. 

I trust there is to be no collision. I trust that 
these troops are but to perform the ordinary, and, 
so far as our Own country is involved, the peace- 
able function of holding that fort until transferred | 
to other duty; but if there be danger, permit me 
here to say it is because there are troops in it, not | 





him in the performance of his duty, but to sit in 
judgment on his conduct, it may be proper for us 
to call, as well for the correspondence as the or- 
ders given in the case; I think not till then. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to follow the Senator from Mississippi in 
his range of debate; but I wish to suggest to him 
whether, if it is improper that the inquiry should 
be made, it would not be better now to take up 
this resolution from the table and let it be rejected? 
That would dispose of it. If the Senators on the 
other side desire to escape irritating debate, that 
ends it, for then the resolution is disposed of; but 
as it lies here, it is liable to be called up at any 
time, by any person in the Senate who may wish 
todo so. We may have this occurrence every 
morning until the resolution is disposed of. Let 
it come up, and let it be disposed of. If it is the 
sense of the Senate that it ought not to be passed, 
let it be rejected; | have no pride about it. I am 
for the public weal and the public service. I of- 
fered it here for a good purpose; I desire to have 
it acted on; I desire the information that it may 
draw out, if it be not incompatible with the pub- 
lic service to communicate it. I leave to the 
President, who manages this whole matter, to 
say what is compatible with the public service 
and what is not; what he will choose to reveal, 
and what he will keep secret. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Me. President, the Sena- 
tors upon the other side, in commenting upon this 
bare resolution, asking for information, have 
thought proper to lay down a position which is 
the basis of, I believe, all that is said upon that 
side. They assume that the object of this resolu- 
tion is to provide the means to coerce a State, or, 
as the Senator from Virginia says, fifteen States. 
One of the Senators speaks of declaring war against 
a State. If there is anybody in this Senate, or in 
this country, who ever talked of the United States 
declaring war against one of its States, or of co- 
ercing one of its States, or ever entertained such 
a notion, | know not who it is. I have never 
seen him. This phrase, ‘coerce a State,” is a 
phrase calculated to mislead the public mind. It 
is like another term that has often been employed 
by gentlemen in speaking of the territorial ques: 
tion: ** the rights of the States in the Territories,” 
Why, sir, the States, as States, have no rights in 
the eedieescmane whatever. The Territories 
belong to the General Government, and no State 
has any right whatever in a Territory, as a State. 
Nobody proposes to declare war against a State. 
That would admit at once that the State was out 
of the Union—a foreign Government. Of course, 
we cannot declare war against a State. Nobody 
proposes to coerce a State, or to convict a State 
of treason. You cannot arraign a State for trial; 
you cannot convict it or punish it; but you can 
punish individuals. I trust the public mind is net 
to be misled or confused by this idea of coercing 
States. Men who violate the laws of the country 
are amenable to those laws, and if found guilty 
of violating the provisions of law they must suffer 
the penalties of the law. The Government has 
power to coerce and to punish individuals who 
violate its laws. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me one 
instant? He says there is no purpose to make 
war on a State, but to punish individuals. I un- 
derstand war to be the exercise of public force by 
the authority of one State against public force 
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|| under the authority of another State. Noy I 
|, would submit to the Senator, when he talks about 
| punishing individuals and executing the laws |,,, 
. : 8 by 
| the public force of the Federal Government and 
it is met by the public force of a State govern 
| ment, is not that war? How can he avoid the 
conclusion that it is war? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose that I shoulq 
have the right to ask another question of the S» 
ator. What does he understand by rebellion; 
Mr. MASON. I will tell the Senator with ere 
pleasure. I understand, by rebellion, resistance to 
| the laws by the citizens—a portion of them—laws 
emanating from a common Government of thos 
citizens, and the citizens being but an integra) 
part of one Government—an empire, a republic, 
or anything else. The distinction, I hold, is thi. 
—I shall detain the Senator but a moment jin put. 
ting it, and I ask his permission to do it: the 
State governments are as sovereign at this day as 
they were when they formed the Constitutioi, of 
the United States; and being so, the State govern. 
_ments have the power of absolving their citizens 
| from their obligations to the Federal compact 
which the State entered into; and when the State 
absulves its citizens from their obligation to the 
Federal compact which the State entered into and 
formed, they become as completely foreign to this 
Government as France or England. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I deny 
|that the States are as sovereign as when they 
formed this Government. The States are goy- 
ereign as to their reserved rights; but the rights 
they surrendered up to the Federal Government 
do not now belong to the States. Certain rights 
were surrendered when this Government was 
made, and this Constitution was formed; but the 
State of Virginia, when she gave her assent to 
this Constitution—or rather the people of the 
State of Virginia, when they gave their assent to 
this Constitution—agreed that it should be the 
supreme law of the land, any law or any consti- 
|| tution of her State Legislature to the contrary 
|| notwithstanding—I care not whether you call it 
| an ordinance or not. Is that superior to the con- 
| stitution of your State? You have surrendered 
| up that power, and you have no power to absolve 
yourselves from that allegiance. While, there- 
fore, no one talks of war against a State, that | 
| am aware of, and no one recognizes, I trust, the 
right of any State to put herself into a position 


where war could be declared against her, | under- 
stand that the Constitution of the United States, 
| 


n- 


at 














and the laws in pursuance of it, are the supreme 
law of the land, and that all officers are sworn to 
see them faithfully executed. 

Now, sir, | am sorry to have been drawn aside 
to have said this much upon a resolution of mere 
inquiry. I amespecially surprised at the remark 
of the Senator from Mississippi, who represents 
the imbecility of this Government to be such that 
it has no power to protect its public property; no 
power over the arsenals, and over the public forts 
ceded to the Federal Government by the States, 
and over which, by the Constitution, it has ex- 
clusive jurisdiction. It has no power whatever 
there; but it is at the mercy 

Mr. DAVIS. Does the Senator refer to me? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido. 

Mr. DAVIS. Did I say so? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood the Senator 
from Mississippi to say that the Federal Goveri- 
ment had no power, or the President, perhaps, 
had no power to reinforce the garrisons at Charles- 
ton. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ah! but you made your remarks 
generally. I made a special re:nark; you have 
made it general. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Firzrat- 
Rick in the chair.) The Senator will suspend lis 
remarks. The hour having arrived for the con- 
sideration of the special order, it becomes the duty 
of the Chair to announce that as the first business 
in order. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
would apply to others as wel 
correct principle, 


TUE ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. ~ Before the Senator trom 





I suppose the principle 
to that, if itisa 


order—proceeds, I desire to offer a resolution, o! 
| which I gave an intimation yesterday, in relate! 
|, te the reporters of the assuciated press. I have 
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| Ohio—who is entitled to the floor on the special 
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iw, | oeeived a letter from the agent here, which sat- | 








business of yesterday is the joint resolution (S. ll of the Committee on Printing. It should have : 
bout foe me that, individually, he had no concern in No. 48) proposing amendments to the Constitu- || asked for two thousand copies, the usual extra 
8 by ~. matter; but there are agents all over the coun- | tion of the United States, on which the Senator |! number, but it erroneously asked for one thou- » 
» and -y who belong to one body, and a common re- from Ohio has the floor. |; sand. I simply move the correction of the error. cf 
yern- * bility should attach to them all. The agent | Mr. PUGH addressed the Senate. [Hisspeech || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The correction ‘ 
| the ‘ore has given me no such assurance as is satis- |! will be published in the Appendix.] can be made by unanimous consent. The Chair 
factory, that the true author of this fabrication || Mr. NICHOLSON. Mr. President, I believe hears no objection, and the correction will be 
ould will be exposed and punished. Under these cir- || it is the general understanding that we shall give || made. 
Sen- -ymstances, L offer the following resolution, and || way to the Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Ken- || ADMISSION TO THE FLOOR 
yn? - il allow three or four days to elapse before 1 || Nepy;] and I therefore move that the further con- | Mr. BROWN illite ; 
Sreat wall for action upon it, in order that they may || sideration of this question be postponed, with the |) av ction of the bill f tl 6° mendnne the con- ‘ 
ce to wave an opportunity of explaining: || view of taking up the bill which the Senator from || ).9 | ask the ado wt . Se eae from Mary- * 
laws ~ Resolved, That the Vice President be requested to ex- |, Maryland desires to have taken up. a ‘oeiieia oo ah on ; a ut owing resolu- 
hos -jude from the reporters’ gallery of the Senate any reporter || ©The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bicrerin | YO» WER AAs relation fo the subject; - 
egral or reporters who may be employed, cither partially or €X- |) the chair.) The question is on postponing the ||. Resolved, That the Mayors of Georgetown and Wash- 
tbl; ‘yaively, DY any agent or agents of * the associated press.” | joint vanaiuiia mate Ualees the Chane 5 ington cities be allowed the privilege of the floor of the 
blic, lu opts 7 ‘ ‘ , e > the we C. Senate on occasions when business relating to the District 
S this Mr. TRUMBU LL. . he omg waeeens me Mr. DOOLITTLE. Did I understand from | of Columbia is under consideration. 
| put. Senate, 1 desire to Say Just one woi in regar to || the Senator from Tennessee that the Senator from | There is a marked propriety in the resolution 
: the he personal matter alluded to by the Senator from | Mississippi desired to take the floor ; hin | ; ayes t er prs . 
; ee tf heme webnieell @ mate ieoen. the amend |i sippi desired to take the Hoor upon this || | suppose there will be no objection to it, and I 
7 Leen: “ pa ciekines thet. dhe deeaadal || resolution? = shall not say anything about it. I take it for 
vas on a enn oan akan be th mnt e -_ Mr. DAVIS. No, sir. : |, granted that everybody will agree to it. 
vern- the Senator yesterday al , Fans- || Mr. DOOLITTLE. ‘Then, Mr. President, || ~ The resoluti an. considered by uns : 
aks tim needa aaettek thin atte , a4 ’ esi | 1e resolution was considered by unanimous 
IZens mitted through i P th AY» || before this motion is passed to postpone this res- consent, and agreed to 
npact and that he 1s penne eyeren *t i k source of || olution, with the leave of the Senator from Ten- || = 
State the dispatch. It is de to him, I think, that that | nessee, I desire to take the floor to make some | ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
0 the fact should nerrs Whas ia the fact | remarks to the Senate upon this subject; but I Mr. PEARCE. I move that when the Senate 
oand Mr. SLIDELL. nat is the fact. | will yield with the understanding that, I shall || adjourns to-day, 4t adjourn to meet on Menday 
2 Sais RAILROAD CONNECTION AT WASIIINGTON. have the floor upon this question to-morrow, or || next. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special || when it next comes before the Senate. , || Mr. CAMERON. | Before the question is put 
ecny rer assigned for this hour is the bill (S. No Mr. DAVIS.. I will answer the Senator from || on that motion, I desire to suggest that when we 
] ye assis . « s - . e tl ° . . “ a. " - } si bt : fj * 
they 97) to authorize the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad || Wisconsin with reference to myself. The Sen- || meet on Monday, we adjourn over again for three 
— (' pany to extend the Washington branch of || ®t from Tennessee proposes to take the floor, || days, and so continue until the 2d of January. I 
riehts Onlpen . ° . .j diate consideratic at » thy "e msg ave ret: ev of th: 
gals their road to the Potomac river, and across the but to postpone the imm« diate consideration of || hope that we may have an understanding of that 
cm nt ame by the extension of the present structure || the subject, in order that the Senator from Mary- || kind, so that eee who desire to go away 
ae known as the Long Bridge, so as to connect with || See et Bae considered which he has | ee ae of important 
ae he Virginia railroads at that point. That bill ; cae a ‘ ene 5 ee he 
ut the wever, is excluded aetna frown the fact Mr. DOOLITTLE. I did not hear the lan- || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
nt to # erret ola ;. || guage of the Senator from Tennessee || ator so propose to amend the motion? 
7 at the Senate adjourned yesterday without dis- || S485 Sealte . pos A on: 
f the = a contain telat eekanihei y hich is now ||. Lhe PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || Mr. CAMERON, I do. 
sins i c ° ° ° ° it - " 
~_ rr frst business in order , is on postponing the further consideration of the || The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
e the MM. RENNEDY : -. || resolution before the Senate | prepared for the question on this motion? 
Mr. KENNEDY. DoT understand the Chair || Neg prep J. 
onsti- to decide that the special order which 1 moved Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then I understand the ||} Mr. DAVIS. I do not know that we shall 
trary j sterday takes precedence this morning? Senator from Tennessee has taken the floor upon || achieve much good by meeting; but in the pres- 
nail ot est i i . , : : . . . 5 } . . oe - 
= ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. No. sir; the || the question that is pending? | ent perilous condition of the country, I am not 
ao Chair determines that the unfinished hentai of Mr. NICHOLSON. Yes, sir; and I move to |; willing to take aholiday. I propose that we shall 
dered sahiilintr dideid' tities | postpone it, with a view of allowing the Senator || continue our sessions for good, if God grant it 
as yesterday takes precedence. . ’ ee ae : ey? d ’ 
BOIvE “Mr. KENNEDY. I would ask my friend from from Maryland to take up the bill indicated by |) and for evil, if we will have it so. 
there- Ohio es alias me half an hour for the considite- him. || Mr.CAMERON. Idonotapprehend any evil 
that | tion of thie bill The motion to postpone was agreed to. from an tr are of a day ortwo. I think 
st, the tol eS Die, ; a . , . ino 
a Mr. PUGH. If the bill could be got through WEST POINT COMMISSION. q cai Saxis yall. ost re ue een 
; ’ sal ae iecti »bate ‘tai ; | . abcde |; O§ oy see se se S nere. 
a —— objection or debate, I certainly should not i} Mr.FITCH. Withthe permission of the Sen- |! Let us get the wholesome influences of the fire- 
states, ODIECE. | ator from Maryland, before his bill comes up, I || sides of our i 1 tl 1 
. FESSENDEN - KING _ || : eee re Sup,? || sides of our constituents, and the good people 
prem *" FESSENDEN and Mr. KING. It can | desire to make a few brief reports from the Com- || who are not in this strife; and let each one of us 
orn to ers mittee on Printing. A resolution was referred to |! spend these Chri s dave an every m: 
- KENNEDY . ‘ .. | p gs. «Ares | as} || spend these Christmas days as every man ought, 
~ KENNEDY. Well, I withdraw my re | = rrr rn a ee ae, tae Pamek cat || with his wife, his children, and his grandchildren 
baside i as . - a . y the Senator from ermont, | Vir. oorT,| rel- \} around him 
f mere Phe ae a nent wok wee on | ative to the printing of the report of the commis- || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
arenee a he = ms ere Fg, sat eo | sion appointed under the eighth section of the | is onthe amendment offered by the Senator from 
esents United Se a men aS | act of Congress of June 21, 1860, to examine the || Pennsylvania. 
] nited Slates, | ™ ; . * . r dicen) moa "of . THEN . ° 
h that Mr. KENNEDY. Eask whether there cannot || organization and system of dise ipline and course Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope it will be stated. 
ly; no hs a ail sasllaee that 1 shall be.allowed to |i of instruction in the United States Military Acad- || [ wish to know exactly what the amendment is. 
— take up this bill ae s20n as the Senator from Obio || C™Y8t West Point. They report it back, and || The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
ae, ee ee eee ae, its ere a d || from Maryland moved that when the Senate ad- 
aS €X- r Pc 70 : ie resolution was considered, and adopted,as | j vanide ts 7,it adjourn to meet on Monday next 
The PRES + OFFICER. ill be the || ’ he ays y eens eres 
atever a RESIDING OFFICER . It wil = follows: The Senator from Pennsylvania moves to amend 
first business in order when this joint resolution || > . ; | 
shall be disposed.of | Resolved, That five thousand additional copies of the || that motion by adding, that when the Senate ad- 
pme: a ae . report and accompanying papers of the commission ap- |) joyr yndayv next. it be he Thursd: 
Mr. HAMLIN. I would suggest to the Sen- || pointed under the eighth section of the act of Congress of } il wd aa ens ie Yee eto the m, ora 
ator from Maryland, if he wants to get action on || June 21, 1860, to examine into the organization, system of r yr rte , " J vay Mon Pn ame Cay, ! 
; lus bill, that he had better ask the Senate to make || discipline, and course of instruction, of the United States ye to meet on the folowing ivbonday. 
enator vod : : . ¢ || Military Academy at West Point, be printed. Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope that will not be 
overn- it the special order in the morning hour at half || : ; ae rs ! . dias % will obtiee eitataeitle whs shoots to 
rhaps past twelve o’clock to-morrow, and then we shall | COLUMBIAN INSTITUTION. Ht ate nd to stk & eee teks rity a =. ' 
F ‘C , . = ears : ; : chi 0 ‘ ~ ° : }} attend to stay here. i ajority choose to 
harles- occupy half an hour with it withoutdisturbingthe || Mr. FITCH. The Secretary of the Interior, adiourn over for Oe OF two arate Thave.no ob- 
general question before the Senate. | in asking for the publication of certain reports |, . Je ; ra moeti eet hes oes 
Mr. HU i hat i 1 1 ae 5 || jection; but I do not like meeting nominally ever 
marks Mar NTER. I think that isa good sug- || for himself, as the head of that Department, | ‘third day. Ido not think it fair anyhow i 
1 have gestion, : 7 omitted to ask for additional numbers of the re- | mn Oe =e not to te carrying out that provision 
Mr. KENNEDY. {will ees, Veal ion poeret es of ‘the Colunsbian instite- | of the Constitution which provides that an 
he > o . . . . YD: . / s : . she ‘ 
a the bill be made the special order for the morning | tion for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind; but has || adjournment shall not take place for more than 
Hour to-morrow. to-d le ¢ ‘st that five hundred extra aed At er 
nd his zs é | to-day made a reques dat i : || three days. If we intend to do business, it is in- 
e can- Mr. CAMERON. Thatarrangement will not || copies of that report be printed. I submit the |! -ovenicnt to meet every third day to a t6+ axial 
e duty suitme. I shall leave town to-morrow on some || following resolution on the subject: vie dh ant tetend Sa ie TE, ii id on dtenion of 
ann business : > > , : ‘ se , | : ’ , wrenee W 
ssiness Usiness that l cannot postpone. Besides, we || Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of the report |) that clause of the Constitution. 
shall most likely adjourn over to-morrow, and I | of the president of the Columbian Institution for the Deaf | | Mr. MASON. Letthe amendment be renorted 
snciple hope we shall then adjourn over to the Ist of || and Dumband the Blind be printed for the use of that officer; “es he Sc eee ae se EmMenen FEportec 
; oy A . anuary . ! and so much of the late annual report of the Secretary of by the p SESID' NG OFFICE 1 
it sé we ES | Interior as relates to the same subject be printed therewith. | The PRES f YFICER. It will be read. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Then I ask, by general | TI luti id dl imous || The Secretary read it, as satids: 
as that the bill may be considered as soon || re ae eree OY UsAnIMoNUs | war . Z y aes 00 ne 
as the +g : | conse a Freer ‘ iat when the Senate adjourns on Monday next, it be 
o hie 2 agen Senator from Ohio gets through : to Thursday; and that when the Senate adjourns on 
Bsa “M "PESSEN DEN. ow. ‘ oe REPORT ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. Thursday, it be to the Monday following. 
if Mr. FESSENDEN. : er- : : ] 
re standing of that so - ee | Mr. FITCH. A clerical error occurred in a Mr. DOOLITTLE. I confess I am not satis- 
0 ' sor ' . - . : j . ° e ‘ 
sh - | previous report of the committee relative to ex- || fied with this mode of adjourning over the holi- 
aJation any - 4 - } - ‘ ol ste . . 
i j Wve AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. | tra numbers of the report of the Commissioner of || days. If we are going to adjourn over the holi- 
wave E A 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished |! 





Indian Affairs. The error was that of the clerk | 





days, let us pass a joint resolution, and have it 
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concurred in by the House, and let us all adjourn | fear its dissolution. I have too much faith in the |! 


and go home together. I dislike this mode of 
petting around the constitutitional provision. I 


would rather, myself, go for a joint resolution to | 


adjourn over. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
over. 1 begin to feel now that there is hope for 
the country. 
of adverse parties moved in this Senate Climber, 
and, after the speech that we have heard, and the 
tone of feeling that I find, | think we had better 
keep in session. I know we do not feel like going 
abroad and enjoying a holiday. I trust there 
may be something done to restore peace to the 
country. This is a good time to doit, and I hope 
we shall remain in session, 

Mr. CAMERON. Iam very sorry to see the 
Constitution brought in upon all occasions and 
on every question, even on a question of adjourn- 
ingover. My God! cannot we take a recess for 
two or three days without being told thatthe 
country is in danger? I do not see the danger. 
This body was never in a better humor with itself 
than it is now, and I am satisfied that aftera few 
days’ absence we shall come back liking each 
other a great deal better. No, harm can come 
from it, and I think a great deal of good. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I should be 
rejoiced to see the Constitution not only brought 
in, but obeyed, in all instances. I think if we 
would pay a little more regard to observing it 
with fidelity, there would be more peace and a 
better feeling in the country. I did not desire, by 
my remarks, to stir up any unkind feeling. I 
believe this country is in danger. I believe there 
must be conciliation and concession, or civil war. 
[ have approached this question notasa partisan, 
but, [ trust, as a patriot, prepared to exhaust 
every effort for conciliation before 1 would con- 
template, for an instant, revolution, violence, and 
bloodshed. I hope that I shall not be under the 
necessity of even defending myself or the party 
with whom I have acted, from the unjust asper- 
sions that have been thrown upon it. I would 
rather throw away partisan feeling. 1am willing 
to meet this question in a spirit free from all com- 
mittals of the past. Iam ready to meet it as if I 


I trust weshall not adjourn | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
i 


| 
! 


| believe in the overruling power of Providence | 
We have seen the hearts of patriots | 





had never been in the body, had never given a | 


vote or made a speech that would embarrass me 
in my action inthe future. I hope, therefore, that 
we may be permitted to congratulate the Senate 
upon the good feeling that was pervading it, with- 
out the intimation, the taunt, that the Constitu- 
tion was in danger, as if it was not our duty to 
save our country rather than run off for the holi- 
days. 

Mr. MASON. I mustconfess, Mr. President, 
that my personal feelings would be very much in 
favor of an adjournment for the holidays; and yet 
1 am not at liberty to vote for it. | hope we shall 
adjourn over to Monday; but I must, with every 
acne, vote against any further adjournment; 


not that I concur with the Senator from Lllinois, | 


that anything can be done here or in the other 
branch of Congress to save the Union from dis- 
solution; but I know that events are in progress 
which, in my judgment, would make it unwise 
for Congress to be in vacation just now. Do not 
let me be misunderstood. lam not for a dissolu- 
tion of this Union as long as the safety and the 
honor of some of the States of this Union can be 
preserved init; but, I repeat again, the Union 
cannot be preserved by anything to be done in 
either House of Congress. It must be done in 
the States, and in the States alone. I thought it 
right to say thus much, lest, after hearing the 


views of the Senator, and not taking a partin the | 


discussion, and voting with him against the ad- 
journment, my opinions might be misunderstood 
in my own State or elsewhere. I believe there 
are events in progress which would make it un- 
wise that Congress should be in vacation. 

Mr. CAMERON. I desire to say a word in 
reply to the Senator from Illinois, I hardly know 
how to reply, for | was not certain whether his 
remarks applied to me or not. If he meant to 
apply them to me, or the State which I represent, 
and if he talks about not being willing to make 
concessions, I say to him that I, and everybody 
representing my State, will go as far to make 
concessions, so far as those concessions are hon- 
orable, as anybody will; but I do not believe that 
this is the time or the occasion to talk about what 
we are going to do to save this Union. I do not 








| question fairly, so that if the House should con- 


| shall remain here during the whole of this period 


| to meet the just expectations of the patriot people 
} > 
| of this country. 


good sense and virtue and intelligence and the | 
atriotism of the whole of this country, to be- | 
an that it is going to be ruined at the bidding || 
of a few politicians, or a few madmen who are || 
not politicians, in any portion of the country. I | 


which has this great country in its charge; and | 
believe in the good sense of the people; and I | 
therefore do not fear the perpetuity of this great 
country. Itis too great, and it is too valuable, 
to be huckstered about or to be destroyed by pol- || 
iticians of any grade. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As to the remark which | 
I made in reference to the adjournment over from 


this time until next Monday, and then over again || 


until Thursday, and then again until Monday, | | ; 
ys = y* | || course the author of the resolutions becomes the 


desired, if we should take such a recess, that we | 
should adjourn by joint resolution and meet the | 


cur with us, those who desire to go home may 
have an opportunity to do so. 
sult my personal convenience. For myself, I 
if the Senate does adjourn; and I would just as 
soon be in session every day as to have an ad- 
journment at all. My objection was to the mode | 
of adjournment. I desire that a joint resolution 
shall pass this body, so that it may be concurred | 
in by the House of Representatives, if we can 
determine to adjourn for that length of time. 
Mr. POWELL. I hope, sir, that we may not | 
adjourn for the holidays, either by joint resolu- 
tion or otherwise. I regret that I cannot concur 
with the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania, 
who says that this body was never in a better 
humor with itself. I trust the remark of the gen- | 
tleman is true; but really, sir, the events that have 


transpired in this Hall cause me to differ widely || 


from that sentiment. He says he thinks it would 
be better for us to go home and consult our con- | 
stituents. If the Senator should be right in his | 
remark, that we are on good terms with ourselves, 
I think we should find that our constituents would 
not be on very good terms with us if we ad- | 
journed and left the country in its present im- | 
periled and embarrassed condition. I think it is 
our duty to stay here, to stand firmly to our posts, 
and do everything in our power to save this dis- 
tracted country, now upon the verge of ruin. 
The gentleman says he has no fears. I regret 
that I cannot concur in that. I have often feared, 
sir. I believe this Union, this country, this Gov- 
erament, is upon the crest of a volcano that may | 
erupt any day and ingulf us all in ruin. It is our 
duty, as patriots, to stand here and do all we can | 
to save the country; and unless we do it, in my | 
judgment, we shall not act in such a manner as | 








| 


I hope that there will be no ad- | 
journment, but that we shall come up and do | 


| What we can to save the country, and exhaust | 








every means in our power and acquit ourselves | 
in such a manner as to meet the approval of our 
constituents, of liberty-loving men throughout the | 


world, and, I believe, of God, who has the des- |! 


tinies of nations in His hands. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I rise simply 
to ask whether this debate is in order, in accord- 
ance with the understanding that was had this | 
merning? I believe it was conceded upon the part | 
of the Senate that we should take up a certain bill | 
after the speech of the honorable Senator from 
Ohio. The debate now seems to be going off into | 
a wider field, utterly disregarding what I conceive | 
to be the understanding, to consider a bill of very 
great moment. 1 should like to take a vote onit, 
because | am extremely anxious to have it con- 
sidered. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposi- 


_ tions to adjourn over were in order, and the Chair 


was obliged to entertain them. 

Mr.GRIMES. I am satisfied that three fourths 
of the members of this body are opposed to an 
adjournment over, and if the Senator from Mary- 
land will let us have a vote, we will so decide. 

_Mr. KENNEDY. [ask for a vote on the ques- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to the motion of the Senator from 
Maryland. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PEARCE. Now, sir, I withdraw the other 


It does not con- | , 
| committee. 


1 


LOBE. 
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} 
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December 20, 


motion. I wanted to do so before, but could net 

get an opportunity. ” 
STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

Maryland will allow the Chair to announce the 





_ special committee directed to be raised to consider 


that portion of the President’s message whic}, -». 


_ lates to the disturbances of the country, and, With 
the leave of the Senate, he will make a single 


re- 


mark. The Chair has found a great deal of (ij. 
culty in framing the committee, but has tried y, 
aoe it in the spirit which he believes actuated 
the Senate in ordering its appointment. [It w;jj 
be observed that upon this committee are two Sp). 
ators from one State. This was unavoidable. Of 


chairman of the committee; and I am sure thp 


| Senate will, for many reasons, recognize the fae 


that it was proper that the eminent senior Senator 
from Kentucky should also be a member of tha: 
he Secretary will read it. 

The Secretary read the committee, as follows: 
Mr. Powe tt, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Critreypey 
Mr. Sewarp, Mr. Toomps, Mr. Dovetas, Mr 
Corramer, Mr. Davis, Mr. Wane, Mr. Bicien, 


| Mr. Rice, Mr. Doouittie, and Mr. Gries. 


Mr. DAVIS. 1 merely wish to say, before 
the Senate adjourns, that I wish to be excused 
from service on that committee. The position 
which I am known to occupy, and the position 
in which the State I represent now stands, rey- 
ders it altogether impossible for me to serve upon 
that committee with any prospect of advantage, 

Mr KENNEDY. Mr. President, the biil now 
before the Senate 

Mr. DAVIS. I asked to be excused. I ask 
that that motion be put to the Senate, in order 
that | may be excused. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood the Senator to say that, after the Senator 
from Maryland had finished his speech, before 
the Senate adjourned, he would ask to be ex- 
cused, 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; I merely asked to be 
excused on the moment, without going into any 
reasons. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Mississippi asks to be excused from service ou 





| this special committee. 


The question being put, Mr. Davis was ex- 


cused. 


RAILROAD CONNECTION AT WASHINGTON. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, the bill now 


before the Senate 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to inquire whether 
there is any bill before the Senate? Has it been 
taken up : 

Mr. KENNEDY. I understood there was. | 
understood it was read. 1 was absent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think not. 

Mr. KENNEDY. If not, I move to take up 
the bill (S. No. 377) to authorize the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company to extend the Wash- 
ington branch of their road to the Potomac river, 
and across the same, by the extension of the 
present structure known as the Long Bridge, for 
the purpose of connecting with the Virginia rail- 
reidhe at that point. I came in the Chamber 4 
few moments since, and understood that the bil! 
was taken up. 

Mr. POWELL. I understood it was taken \) 
on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee. 


Mr. KENNEDY. So I understood when | 





| came In. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has "0! 
been in his seat for several hours, but he under 
stands this bill was made a special order for one 
o’clock to-day; and that by an understanding ©! 
the Senate, it was to be called up after the Sene- 
tor from Ohio had concluded his speech. t's, 
therefore, before the Senate, unless some moto 
be made. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I merely wished to know, 
in order that I might make a suggestion to | 
Senator from Maryland. 

Mr.NICHO N. I made the motion to take 
up the bill myself. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Did it pass & 
Senate? 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Do I understand that ‘ie 
bill is now before the Senate? 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


with the bill now, at this late hour? 


I wish to inquire of the || 


{ 


Senator from Maryland whether he designs to go |! 


Mr. KENNEDY. I design to go on with itat | 
time. | have postponed it since the last ses- | 


», on an objection raised by gentlemen on the 
other side, that they were not ready. Iam now 
jisposed to go on with the bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I merely make the in- 
quiry for the reason that the Senate might under- 
stand, if the bill 1s gone on with now, they may 
stay some time to attend to it; for I have many 
amendments to propose to it, and it will, of course, 
oecasion a great deal of discussion. I have no 
objection if gentlemen wish to consider it now. 

Mr. HUNTER. We may as well begin with it. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
with it; but | want to begin it somewhere. 
vill has been postponed from time to time since 
the last session of Congress onan objection raised 
»y gentlemen on the other side, that they have 
not had time to look into it. By a common un- 
derstanding, it was agreed this morning that we 
should take this bill up and at least begin with it 
after the speech of the honorable Senator from 
Ohio. If we are to be postponed from day to 
day, | see no prospect whatever of accomplishing 
the purpose that we have in view. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection, if 
the gentleman wishes to begin his bill. I only 
tel] him that he cannot get a vote on it unless the 
Senate stay some time. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I suppose not. Mr. Pres- 
ident, in presenting this bill, Lam aware of the 
creat difficulties in the way of its accomplishment 
its adoption by the Senate, [tis a simple prop- 
osition on the part of a railroad company in the 
State of areieal 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maryland will pause a moment. 
in the Chamber is so great that the Senator on 





the floor cannot be heard, and the Chair will arrest | 


public business until order is restored. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President 





The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 


from Maryland yield to the Senator from Wis- 
consin* 


Mr. KENNEDY. I do, of course. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I rise to inquire, as this 
billis made the special order for to-morrow, at 
alfpasttwelve o’clock whether the Senator would 


lot now consent to a motion toadjourn? Tunder- | 


stood this bill to have been made the special order 
for to-morrow, at half-past twelve o’clock. 


Mr. KENNEDY. If it is with the understand- | 


ing thatit shall be taken up as the unfinished busi- 
hess for to-morrow at half past twelve, I shall not 
( ject. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
goon with it until four o’clock. I suppose it can- 
not be finished to-day. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
idjourns, the bill will come up to-morrow morn- 
gas the unfinished business, at one o’clock. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Previous toan adjournment, 
| should like to have the bill explained and read. 

Mr. CAMERON. I think the Senator from 
Maryland, who has charge of this bill, had better 
wave ituntl the morning. Ishall oppose it, but 
iwant him to have a fairchanee of passing it. He 

uld do it better to-morrow. I am willing to go 

with it now if he desires to do so, but I think 
We liad better postpone it. 

Mr. THOMSON. f think the Senator might 
‘ave an Opportunity of explaining it now before 
¥ It is only half past three o’clock. 


in 


Wi adjourn, 


I suggest that we had better | 


If the Senate now | 


We may not get through | 
The | 





Mr. CAMERON. ‘He cannot explain it now 


i the state of the Senate. 
Mr. MASON. | agree with the honorable Sen- 
“or from Maryland about this bill, and am pre- 
red to sustain it; but I submit to him, that itis 
“possible in the present condition of the Senate 


‘have a hearing; and even if he could, he would | 


‘ave but a few minutes. We want-an executive 
‘ssion, and I shall ask for one. , 

Mr. GWIN. I will suggest to the Senator 
‘om Maryland to make his bill the special order 


The confusion || 


‘or half past twelve to-morrow, and then it will | 


ome up of course. 


If he will do that he will get 
“p in the morning. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 


“ate to the Senators from California and Mary- 
ia 


nd, that if the Senate should adjourn now, this | 


THE 


|| bill will have preference as the unfinished business | 














| all accompanying engraved map, the general pro- 


have taken place in that city. 


| of the House for leave to present the following 
| resolution: 


| convention of South Carolina, held on the 19th instant, 
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| 
to-morrow. 

Mr. GWIN. But if it is made the special order 
for half past twelve o’clock, it comes up then; | 
otherwise it would not come up until one o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Maryland make that motion? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Maryland moves that the further consideration of 
this bill be postponed to and made the special 
order of the ie for to-morrow at half past twelve 
o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvurspay, December 20, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockton. 

Phe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

COAST SURVEY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the report of A. D. Bache, LL.D., 
Superintendent of the United States Coast Sur- 
vey, Stating the progress in that work during the 
year ending November 1, 1860, and showing, by 


gress made in the survey from the manuscript 
map of progress, prepared at the Coast Survey 
Office, in accordance with the act of Congress ap- 
proved March 3, 1853; which was laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


UNION MEETING IN READING. 
Mr. McKENTY. lIask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House for leave to present publicly a 
memorial of certain citizens of Reading, Pennsy!- 
vania, together with certain proceedings which 
Task the same 
privilege granted to other members—that they be 
spread upon our records, and referred to the select 
committee of thirty-three. 

There was no objection; and the memorial and 
accompany ing papers were referred as indicated. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled House bill No. 861, making 
appropriations for the payment of invalid and 
other pensions of the United States, for the year 
ending June 30, 1862; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 

FORTS IN CIARLESTON ILARBOR. 


Mr. DELANO. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


Whereas, by the report of the proceedings in the State 


Hon. Witt1aM Porcner Mixes, a member of this House, 
used the following language, namely: “* Ina conversation, 
and subsequently in a written communication to the Pres- 
ident, { know this to have been said: ‘If you send a soli- 
tary soldier to these parts, the instant the intelligence reac's- 
es eur people—and we will take care that it does reach us 
before it can reach the forts—the forts will be taken, be- 
cause such a course is necessary to our safety and self- 
preservation :’” Therefore, , 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to this House what information he haa received, either 
oral or in writing, to the effect that, if the forts of the harbor 
of Charleston are further reinforced, these forts will be | 
taken by any fore? or authority hostile to the authority and | 
supremacy of the United States. 


Mr. BRANCH. I object to the resolution. 
Mr. ASHMORE. I wouldiike to know whence 


the gentleman from Massachusetts gets hisinform- | 


ation upon which to base his resolution. [Cries |) 


of ** Do not object to the resolution!’’) 
Mr. CURTIS. I call gentlemen to order; and | 
call for the regular order of business. 
Mr. DELANO. L[have not introduced the res- | 
elution just read without having carefully looked | 
at the proceedings which yesterday took place in 
the convention now in session at Charleston. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, ob- 
jection being made. The regular order of busi- | 
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D. D. HARRIL®. 


Mr. LEE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of D. D. Harrill, with the recommendation that it 
do pass; which was read a first and second time 
by us ude, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


| House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





JOUN C. WATROUS. 
Mr. JOHN H.REYNOLDS. Jbaminstructed 


by the Committee on the J udiciary to submit a 
reportin relation to charges made against John 
C. Watrous, United States district judge of the 
eastern districtof Texas. I move that the report 
be ordered to be printed, and that its considera- 
tion be fixed as a special order for the fourth 
Tuesday of January next. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I object tothe report being 
made a special order, for the reasons which I gave 
a few days ago, and which it is not now neces- 
sary that I should repeat. 

Mr. REAGAN. This is a case which, if it be 
the intention to determine this session, ought to 
be taken up at ag early a day as may suit the 
Committee on the Judiciary; and I trust that the 


| convenience of that committee may be consulted 
| by the House. 


‘Mr. SHERMAN. 


There is no objection to 


| the postponement of the further consideration of 


this report. If it be postponed to a day certain, 
it may again be postponed when that day is 
reached, if the House 1s not then ready to pro- 
ceed with its consideration. 

Mr. JOHN H. REYNOLDS. I accept the 
suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, and move 
that the further consideration of this report be 
postponed until Thursday next. The testimony 
has already been ordered to be printed; and my 
motion now is, that the report be ordered to be 


| printed, and that its consideration be set down for 


Thursday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. JOHN H. REYNOLDS. I am also in- 
structed by the Committee on the Judiciary to 
report back House bill No. 719, to repeal an act 
entitled ** An act tv establish a court for the inves- 
tigation of claims against the United States,’’ 
approved February 24, 1855, and the several acts 
amendatory thereof and relative thereto, and to 
provide for the determination of elaims against 
the United States in the district and circuit courts 
of the United States, with the recommendation 
that itdo pass. It is in lieu ofa bill (H. R No. 
98) to amend “ An act to establish a court for the 
investigation of claims against the United States,’* 
approved February 24, 1855; and a bill (H.R. 
No. 25) to amend ** An act to establish « court 
for the investigation of claims against the United 
States, so as to permit creditors of the Govern- 
ment to sue in the district courts of the United 
States;’’ and Senate bill No. 53, to amend ** An 
act to establish a court for the investigation of 
claims against the United States,”’ approved Feb- 
ruary 24, 1855. I move that the further consid- 
eration of the bill be postponed until Friday next. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 hope the 
gentleman will fix on another day than one of 
those set apart for the consideration of private 
bills. 

Mr. JOHN H.REYNOLDS. Very well, then. 
I move that it be set down for Thursday next. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Of course it is understood 
that its consideration is postponed until after the 
morning hour on Thursday next. ; 

Mr. JOHN H.REYNOLDS. Certainly. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN NEW YORK. 


Mr. JOHN H. REYNOLDS, from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, reported back House bill 
No. 870, to establish an additional judicial dis- 


| trict in the State of New York, and in relation P 


ness is the call of committees for reports. i 


the courts of the.United States in said State, with 
the recommendation that it do pass; which was 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 


RIGHT OF APPEAL. 


Mr. JOHN H. REYNOLDS, from the same 
committee, reported back House bill No. 554, to 
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extend the right of appeal from decisions of cir- 


| 
| 


Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


i 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cuit courts to the Supreme Court of the United }) be printed. 


States, with the recommendation that it do pass; 
which was ordered to be printed, and its further 


consideration postponed until Thursday next. 


WILLIAM A. LINN. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back Senate bill 
No. 518, for the relief of William A. Linn’s es- 
tate, with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The Clerk read the bill in exrtenso. 

Mr.SHERMAN. That bill makes an appro- 


ae and, under the rales of the House, must || Jishment of such a court at Cairo. The bill does 


ave its first consideration in a Committee of the | 


W hole House. 
Mr. BINGHAM. I trust that my colleague 
will not make that objection to this bill. The 


| 


amount of this claim 1s fixed and ought to be || 


paid at once. 
waiting. 

Mr. SHERMAN. All bills which make - 
propriation of money out of the Treasury ought 
to be referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I think that this is one of 
the bills to which that rule ought not to apply. 
It was passed at the last day of the last session, 
and sent to the President, who refused to sign it 
for the reason that it was sent to him at so late 
an hour. It has been fully considered by the 
House, and there cannot, I think, be any doubt 
of its equity and justice. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will not make objection 
to this bill; but L now give notice that I will here- 


These parties have been long kept 


after object to all bills being passed which make | 
appropriations of money without having their 


first consideration in the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union or a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. BRANCH. I renew the objection. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope that my friend will 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. BRANCH. I do not see why this bill 


should have the preference over other private bills. | 


There are many cases pending before the House 


which have heretofore passed this House, and a | 


great many which have passed both Houses, but 
at different times. I have heard nothing which 


indicates that this bill possesses any more merit | 


than those other bills. I think the notice given 
by the gentleman from Ohio is a proper one, and 
that all of these bills making appropriations of 
money out of the Treasury ought to go to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. BURNETT. I think, as a general propo- 


sition, that the objection of the gentleman from | 








North Carolina is a proper one, and ought gen- | 


erally to prevail; but I believe in this case there 
are reasons which ought to remove it from that 


objection. This bill was acted upon at the last 


session. 
satisfied that it ought to pass. 


I have examined its en and am | 
t has again passed | 


the Senate, and it does seem to me that we ought | 


not now to further delay the payment of a just 
wrivate claim against the Government, when it 
been acted upon, and favorably, by the same 
Congress. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


I am informed that this bill | 


has already passed Congress, and failed only for | 


want of time for the President to examine it, and 
I therefore withdraw my objection. 
The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 


and it was accordingly read the third time, and | 


passed. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN PENNSYLVANTA. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, reported back House bill No. 505, | 


making an appropriation for a court-room and 
marshal’s and clerk’s offices for the use of the cir- 
cuit and district courts of the United States in the 
western district of Pennsylvania, and asked that 
itebe put upon its passage. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object; and insist that the 
bill, making an appropriation, must have its first 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The bill must take that 
course. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 


| 


| 
! 


CAIRO. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the same committee, | 


reported back House bill No. 488, authorizing 


the holding of the circuit and district courts of the | 


United States for the southern district of Illinois 
in the city of Cairo, with the recommendation 
that it do pass. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I should like 
to hear the reasons for the passage of the bill. I 
never before heard of the necessity for the estab- 


not satisfy me. 


Mr. BINGHAM. This bill was acted on by 


| the Committee on the Judiciary at the last ses- 


sion. My recollection is, the facts presented to 
us went to the extent that it was necessary to the 
speedy administration ofjustice thatacourt should 
be established at Cairo. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That city is 
only twelve or thirteen hours’ ride from Spring- 


field. This substantially creates a third judicial i| 


district in Illinois. 

Mr. LOGAN. With reference to the establish- 
ment of this court in my district, I can say that 
there isa necessity for the establishment of a term 
of the court in that part of the State. It is some 
two hundred miles from the city of Cairo to the 


‘city of Springfield; and a great portion of the 








— 





business which is transacted in the courtat Spring- 
field arises in that particular locality. Jurors have 
to go from that part of the State that distance; 
and the officers of that court have heretofore re- 
sided in that part’of the State; anda great deal of 
the business which goes from the city of Cairo to 
the city of Springfield grows out of the commerce 
of that place, and the difficulties which arise out 
of it; and for that reason I have thought there 
was a necessity for the holding of a court there. 
And, in fact, in conversation with many of the 
leading men and lawyers of the State who have a 
knowledge of the business which is transacted at 
Springfield, they gave it as their opinion that there 
was a necessity for the establishment of a court 
in that part of the State. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will not 


now make a motion for the reference of this bill i} 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, but I propose that its consideration shall 


| be postponed until a day certain, so that | can 
| examine it. 
| is a real necessity for theestablishment of a term 
| of the court there, I shall not oppose it. 
my present information I shall be compelled to | 


Then, if I am convinced that there 
With 


oppose the bill. If the gentleman will let it go 
over I will be satisfied. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam willing to leave the bill 
with the committee that reported it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. It makes no 
difference with me whether you take that course 
or let the bill go over to a day certain, as I sug- 
gested. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
bill will be recommitted to the Committee on the 


| Judiciary. 


Mr. LOGAN. 1 will then submit a motion to 
recommit the bill, and let it stand upon that mo- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. That motion would have to 
be disposed of. 
Mr. LOGAN. Notat the present time, I sup- 


»08e ? 


vantage in the motion pending. 
Mr. LOGAN. Then I will move that the bill 
be recommitted. 


The SPEAKER. There being no objection, | 


the bill will be recommitted. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now,I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was recommitted. 

Mr. WASHBURWE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman will not enter any such motion, be- 
cause it is a privileged motion, which can be 
brought up at me time, and I may be taken by 
surprise. Let it i 


let it go over toa day certain, so that I may know 
when it will come up. 

Mr. LOGAN. I shall have no disposition to 
call up the motion to reconsider until the gentle- 
man has had an opportunity to examine the bill. 





The SPEAKER. The Chair can see no ad- | 


it be recommitted to the Commit- | 
tee on the Judiciary, and when they are again | 
called on to report, they can report it back; or | 
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| tleman will give me notice when he intends to - ll 


| up the motion, I am willing that it shall stan in 
| that way. 


Mr. LOGAN. Certainly I will. 
SALARIES OF JUDGES. 


Mr. BINGHAM. [am instructed by the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary to report back, with ay 
amendment, a bill (H. R. No. 335) to fix the sal. 
| aries of the judges of the district court Within and 
| for the districts of the State of Ohio, with a rec. 
, ommendation that itdo pass. Lask that it be put 
upon its passage now. It contains no appropri- 
| ation. ; 
| The first section of the bill, which was reaq 
| provides that the salaries of the judges of th, 
|| district courts within and for the districts of tho 
_ State of Ohio shall be fixed at the rate of §3,500 
| per annum from and after the passage of the act 
| The second section makes provision for the 
| holding of terms of the district court at certain 
| points in the State. 

The amendment recommended by the Commit. 
|| tee on the Judiciary was to strike out the second 
|} section, and to insert in lieu thereof a section pro- 
| viding that the judges of the district courts be 
| authorized and required to hold special terms of 
|| their respective courts, at least once each year, at 
|| Toledo, in the northern district of Ohio, and at 


} 





|| Columbus, in the southern district, in addition to 
|| the regular terms which now are, or may hereaf- 
|| ter be, required by law; and that the time of hold- 

| ing such special terms at Toledo and Columbus 

shall be fixed by the judges respectively of said 
|| districts, who shall give notice of the time of hold- 

ing the same at least two months preceding the 
commencement of such special terms, by publica- 
|| tion in at least two newspapers edilliahel. and of 
| general circulation, in such districts. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I call the previous question 
upon the amendment. 

Mr. BRANCH. Does the gentleman propose 
to put the bill upon its passage at this time: 

Ir. BINGHAM. 1 do; and I move the pre- 
|| vious question. 

Mr. BRANCH. Was it reported by the com- 
mittee unanimously ? 

Mr. BINGHAM. It was; and it provides for 
| giving the judges of Ohio the same salary as is 
|| allowed to the Federal judges in many other 
|| States, whose dutics do not exceed the duties of 
|| these Ohio judges. 
| Mr. SIMMS. Is it in order now to offer an 
'| amendment? 
| The SPEAKER. 
|| been demanded. 
|| Mr. STANTON. I hope the call for the pre- 
|| vious question will not be sustained. 
| Mr. SIMMS. I ask the gentleman from Ohio 
| to withdraw the previous question, for I want to 
| move an amendment to the bill—not to injure the 
| bill at all; far otherwise. At the last session of 
| Congress, a bill passed this House requiring the 
district judge of the State of Kentucky to hold 
some three additional terms of the court, but 
|, Without increasing his salary. The labor devolved 
/ upon him by virtue of these additional terms |s 
| more than double what it was previously. | pro- 


The previous question has 


pose to move to amend the bill, if the gentleman 

| will withdraw the demand for the previous qucs- 
| tion, so as to increase the salary of that judge 
from $2,500 to $3,500. oO 
|| Mr. BINGHAM. I cannotdo that; butif the 
gentleman will refer such a bill to the Committee 
| on the Judiciary, the committee will gladly con- 
sider it. 
| Qn the demand for the previous question, 
The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and appointed 
‘|| Mr. Craig, of Missouri, and Mr. Stanton. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes thirty-three; not a sufficient number. 

So the previous question was not seconded. — 

Mr. STANTON. I am opposed to this bill 
upon the principle that I am opposed io giviné 
officers of the Federal Government within the 
States higher salaries than are paid to State ofl 
cers of the game grade. I have no ideaof givi's 
such salaries to Federal officers as will draw all the 
| talent and ability of the bar into the service of 'b° 
Federal Government, leaving the State gover’ 
| ments to take such officers as they can commen’ 
| These are judges of the district courts of 
|| United States; and, in point of dignity and grade, 
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